
 

 

Headmaster’s Diary 
 

18 September 2021 
 

Dear Parents  

 

Reflecting on the past seven weeks almost leaves me with a sense of premature nostalgia. I am 

overwhelmed by the incredible welcome into this unique community, with the beautiful Clifton 

Notties campus sitting right in the middle - almost like a beacon of light. The excitement and 

happiness is a focal point of the incredible investment the community is making, not only in the 

lives of their own children, but also in the lives of others.  

 

I find it quite remarkable that the Pete Greenes, the John Bateses and the Ian MacKays of the area 

still love this little school so much. Pure joy radiates as they speak about the memories and 

relationships connecting them back to Clifton. Earlier this month, I was privileged to be part of both 

the Grade 7 of 2016 reunion, and the Clifton Foundation launch in the UK. At both of these special 

events I was surrounded by people with a deep appreciation of what this school has done for 

them and they confidently described it as the happiest days of their lives.  

 

The word “Happiness” is one of the most searched words on the internet. More than enough self-

help books have been written on this subject and thousands of TED Talks and podcasts exist to help 

guide us in finding this seemingly elusive ingredient of life. Yet, walking around the Clifton campus, I 

see happiness in its abundance. Children loving life and making the most of the most influential 

and formative eight years of their lives.  

 

May we never forget how incredibly special this place is. May we never burden our children with 

the stresses and fears of not being good enough, strong enough or clever enough. Allowing them 

to discover themselves by pushing their own limits and boundaries whilst focusing on elements of 

character that will make them achieve their own personal best.  

 

May the blessing of the Lord rest upon each of you during the upcoming holidays through rest, 

relationships and happiness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please allow me to share some of the wonderful memories made at our school during the past 

term… 

 

Mini Olympics 

The Junior Grades had an opportunity to showcase some of their athletic abilities in a series of 

athletic challenges. There was huge excitement with the highlight being supporting teachers 

racing each other on the push bikes! 

 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Arbor Week, Spring and Spring Supper 

The arrival of Spring created an incredible opportunity to give back to nature and do our part. 

Under the guidance of Mr James Henderson, children were involved in planting a variety of 

different trees around the campus. This event was also celebrated at our Spring Supper!  

 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Expressive Arts 

With great excitement for our upcoming Spring Ball, there were many other activities which took 

place in the Art, Drama and Music Departments.  

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14Ty-SAbM3PPyR_HPsUu-FL2pRntUm1KG?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NpQpZUgC_APAHhONp2bl-BPfXaanYyoy


 

 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Grade 2 Trip to Tala Game Reserve 

The Grade 2 children went on an educational visit to Tala Game Reserve near Durban, where they 

were treated to access to more than 380 bird species, and big game like Rhino, Kudu, Hippo, 

Giraffe and rare Sable Antelope. What a wonderful opportunity for our children to experience 

nature in this way! 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Champions of Childhood Launch 

The rollout of our fresh new look has finally arrived. Months of hard work from a variety of 

stakeholders has seen our Promise, Vision and Mission articulated and translated in a variety of 

ways in and around our school. Staff have demonstrated an incredible amount of energy as this 

has provided us with a platform to align the direction of where the school is going, and what we 

are hoping to achieve. Well done for the enthusiasm in which this initiative has been received. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N5DDcy96ad1Yk5SfbvlIO7rRV2xtadFR?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QaJB2nWdqCnJ4CHqMw3l_OaYEl4I7K9z?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hike to Cannibal Cave 

Children from Grades 4 to 7 enjoyed a fun filled adventure in the Drakensberg. With experienced 

adventure guide and teacher, Mrs Cyndi Jonker, our boys and girls experienced the challenges of 

sleeping in a cave and managing themselves around this idyllic part of the KwaZulu-Natal 

Drakensberg. 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Grade 3 trip to the Michaelhouse Nature Reserve 

The outing to the Michaelhouse Nature Reserve took place in extremely gusty conditions. However, 

being Clifton children, our boys and girls are used to spending time playing outdoors in various 

weather conditions. They walked through the beautiful indigenous forest and grasslands, led by an 

experienced and friendly guide, who taught them all about the fauna and flora which they saw 

along the way. It was a really enjoyable and fun-filled excursion. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1G3xfzjwK0D1JqKyOfq4y2VHw9NQPoRh2?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature Week 

On the final Monday of term, children arrived at school dressed as a book character of their 

choice. The girl and boys were given an opportunity to introduce themselves and explain why they 

had chosen a specific character – many of which wore exquisite costumes! Our junior campus was 

transformed into Alice in Wonderland. Each classroom door represented a scene from the book 

and the children were greeted with a bright and cheerful entrance, art work and décor 

welcoming them to school. The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party was a big hit and the boys and girls were 

treated to a picnic with song and dance by the JP grades. Two quotes from Alice in Wonderland, 

"To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else, is the greatest 

accomplishment" and "Actually, the best gift you could give her was a lifetime of adventures..." 

really summed up the day. 

Other highlights of the week included a Spring themed puppet show, various story readings and a 

visit to Books2You.  

The Senior theme was “Clifton School of Magic”. A jam-packed week filled with activities such as 

story reading, potion making and even a game of Quidditch, ensured that everyone had the best 

Literature week ever! This busy week ended the term on a cheerful note. We would like to thank all 

staff involved making this week a memorable one for the children.  

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HROpb_oHzWHfzPBBi11ewiPNhu4OcbtW?usp=sharing


 

 

KZN Equestrian 

Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected to represent the KZN Schools team 

for the National Championships to be held at Inanda Country Base in Gauteng on 4 October.  

Esther Van Eeden, Jocelyn Sparrow, Jess Gifford, Gemma Worst, Paige Worst and Robyn Isabelle all 

earned their colours. We are so proud of you girls and wish you all the best! 

 

 

Gymnastics 

Huge congratulations to Aphelele Mkhizi who was placed second in the KZN qualifiers. She will be 

competing in the South African National Championships held in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mini Comrades 

The weather did not deter the children’s eagerness for our annual mini-comrades. With high spirits 

and bucket-loads of enthusiasm, each and every child donned their running kit and ran their 

hearts out at this special event. We would like to thank all families for supporting this fundraiser 

event.  



 

 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

KZN Squash 

We wish the Clifton KZN squash representatives all the best for the interprovincial tournament 

taking place this holiday in Johannesburg. Keep the Clifton flag flying high! We also look forward to 

the championships early next term.  

 

Third Term Clubs 

Friday afternoon clubs provided an incredibly unique opportunity for our children to just “be” and 

enjoy life with their friends. Staff, under the guidance of Mr Henderson provided our boys and girls 

with safe, free and life changing opportunities through a variety of activities such as fishing, 

mountain biking and pottery, to name a few.  Some of the opportunities that only Clifton can offer! 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xDhRJFZ-2ls_xBmeYf_9mwoKJJtwQ_7C?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yruypVkjI4B8tAvSFq6R4xzjCMKa4Sup?usp=sharing


 

 

Sports Day 

Interhouse Athletics provided our senior girls and boys with the opportunity to demonstrate their 

fitness levels and athletic abilities.  

Click here for more photographs 

 

 

Well done to Trojans who were the overall winners on the day! The following boys and girls were 

individual trophy winners: 

 

Event Girls Boys 

Senior Shot Put  Samlungela Thwala – 8,26m Troy Rautenbach – 9,32m 

Junior Shot Put Khalan Buratovich – 6m Bama-Bond Sibanda – 8,38m 

Senior High Jump Rebecca Hoatson – 1,30m Dominic van Aardt – 1,54m 

Junior High Jump Khalan Buratovich – 1,16m James Witherspoon – 1,22m 

Senior Long Jump Athlehang Tjobo – 4,03m  Dominic van Aardt – 4,83m 

Junior Long Jump Thando Sentongo 3,59m Guy Fyvie & James Witherspoon – 4,00m 

Under 10 100m Jordan Reeve – 15,46sec James Witherspoon – 14,25sec 

Under 11 100m Thando Sentongo 15,25sec Lindo Nene – 14,34sec 

Under 12 100m   Omphile Sithole – 14,62sec Callum Fly -14,54sec 

Open 100m Paige Jonsson – 14,81sec Dominic van Aardt – 12,97sec 

1200m Leila Fleming – 4min37sec Troy Rautenbach – 4min 09sec 

 

Junior Victrix Ludorum – Khalan Buratovich 

Junior Victor Ludorum – James Witherspoon 

 

Senior Victrix Ludorum – Omphile Sithole 

Senior Victor Ludorum – Troy Rautenbach 

 

New records  

U10 High Jump – Jordan Reeve 1,14m 

U12 Long Jump – Atlehang Tjobo 4,03m 

U10 Boys 150m – James Witherspoon 21,91sec 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YvJMOJ3Gy5g59_lz7wTGK8ah3xtE_gEB?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Sport 

It was so absolutely wonderful to see our girls playing soccer and our boys playing hockey against 

other schools this term. I am so excited with the prospect of potentially inviting parents back as 

spectators soon, as we slowly ease Covid-19 restrictions. Tennis has also come to an end and we 

welcome cricket, basketball and swimming back as our sports next term. 

 

Click here for more photographs 

 

Staff News 

We say goodbye to Rebecca and Lee Stopford. The Stopfords will be such a great loss to our 

school and we wish them all the best as they seek some family support in their move to Cape 

Town. I wish to thank them for all that they have done for us over the past two years. 

 

Our kitchen and cleaning team were recently awarded the “Team Effort Award of the Year”. This 

was awarded by the KZN region at Capitol Caterers head office. This award really means that the 

effort of our team to always give of their best, has been recognized by someone outside of our 

Clifton community. We are so proud of them! Along with this award, two of our staff, Zinhle Zuma 

and Doris Khubeka also received special nominations in their categories. Well done ladies!  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mCS12KqnUhXdX2rpGiStRECrjKv1l7-P?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bH4wR4e40AsEN5ryTsm5LKk6ss6TKlBV?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

Old Cliftonians 

The Grade 7 Leavers from 2016 joined us at Clifton last week. It was so incredible to see the 

beautiful relationships still fostered amongst the boys and girls from this year. We wish them all the 

best for their final exams and hope to stay in touch with all of them. 

  

 

Seamus Smyth became our champion in the UK at the launch of our Clifton UK Foundation. The 

aim of the foundation is to connect Old Cliftonians who are residing in the UK and to keep the 

connection between them and the school. On the same day as our reunion, Seamus hosted 14 old 

boys and girls and gave them an opportunity to connect with me as the new headmaster via 

Zoom. Their seeing Mr Pete Quinn was certainly the highlight of the evening! 



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 

Although a detailed programme for next term will be sent through, I do want to emphasise two 

events to look forward to at the beginning of next term: 

 Saturday 2 October: Boeresport Dag – We are so excited to be able to celebrate 

Boeresport Dag and look forward to special Boeremusiek, pillow fights, fighting with catties, 

tug-of-war, jukskei and much, much more. Mouth-watering treats of melktert, vetkoek and 

koeksisters await. Parents will be invited to this community event! 

 Clifton X Factor weekend – an opportunity for our day scholars to join our current boarders 

in an action packed weekend. This event is scheduled for Friday 1 October. 

 

 

Have a wonderful holiday and I look forward seeing you all on Wednesday 29 September! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Eswee Prinsloo 

Headmaster 


