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13 August 2021 
 
Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians 

One always feels slightly guilty in noticing the little hop, skip and jump that seems to become more pronounced in 
pretty much everybody’s stride as Half Terms (and term endings) arrive. Perhaps it’s the promise of a metaphorical 
breath of fresh air or an opportunity, maybe, to walk outside and look heavenwards in the hope of catching a fleeting 
glimpse of a shooting star later at night than usual. It is usually a time to gather the strength with which to end the 
term strongly. Mostly, one feels, these breaks are used as a time to reflect, if only to appreciate the sun through the 
leaves or the wind on the water, as a dear friend - one of the bravest souls I have had the privilege to know – suggested 
some time ago. 
 
Over the past few weeks I have had the opportunity to make mention of a few 
members of staff, colleagues and friends of Clifton who have provided some 
nuggets of wisdom or added value to the way in which we look at life at our 
school. As with any organization or institution there are so many unsung heroes 
from the past 79 years of Clifton’s history - Clifton’s champions in every shape and 
form, all contributing to the common good. They have left largely unrecognized, 
yet deeply powerful legacies. One such man was Mr Eddie Ndlovu, (pictured right) 
whose grandson, Mr Duncan Ndlovu, works with Mr Elvis Kalika on the Estates 
Team. Eddie was employed by Clifton for exactly 50 years in a variety of roles, 
ultimately finishing his service to Clifton as our chef, when he retired in 2007. 
Eddie passed away after a brave fight with cancer not long ago. It was the spirit of 
his quiet manner, his selfless example and dedication in supporting the school 
with providing experiences, memories and opportunities that was borne out in 
Mr Xulu’s tutor group’s assembly this week. Their message was very simply to 
make the most of the opportunities we are provided, and to be grateful for these.  
 
Our children are so very fortunate to have been blessed with the opportunities which are presented to them at Clifton. 
These may manifest in unforgettable lessons and ‘AHA!’ moments in the classroom, waking up in a cave after hiking 
into the mountains, grazing a knee, making a new friend, keeping an old friend, learning a new song, finding fairies in 
Top Woods or even just learning to step back and breath. These lessons or life-gains can be labelled as ‘coincidental’. 
They may take years to fully master, but the seeds planted and the skills learnt are often as a result of the efforts of 
those people we don’t always see – your children’s teachers. 
 
I saw a meme some time ago which caught my attention… it is something to the effect of, 
“Well, thank heavens 2020 is over!” 
(Heard offstage from 2021): “Hold my beer!”  
 
We have all been forced out of our own comfort zones by these tumultuous times. I would encourage you to keep 
supporting the Clifton team in their efforts, and in every facet in which they ply their trade. Please trust them, support 
them and continue to allow them to create opportunities for your children in these times. While there is certainly 
Covid Fatigue, we also need to remember that a largely unexplored Covid Opportunity is the other side of the same 
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coin. It was Theodore Roosevelt (apparently after whom ‘teddy’ bears are named – a chocolate to the child of the first 
parent who can disprove that) who stated, ‘Far better it is to dare mighty things to win glorious triumphs even though 
checkered by failure than to take rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they 
live in the grey twilight that knows not victory nor defeat’. We are all learning as life unfolds before us. The point is to 
remember to turn every situation into a growth opportunity… for ourselves and our children.  
 
With the theme of opportunities in mind, with Mr Prinsloo taking over the helm from Tuesday 17th August, there is 
little question that Clifton is poised for great things. ‘To infinity and beyond!’ (Buzz Lightyear) 
 

 
Literature Week 13-16 September 
The magic awaits with Literature Week almost upon us! 
Literature Week is a week of fun and activities aimed 
especially at encouraging learners to read more and enjoy 
all the magic reading has to offer.  
Learners are reminded that Monday the 13th of September 
is Book Character Dress Up Day. They are to choose their 
favourite book character and dress up accordingly. - There 
are prizes to be won! 
Boarders are reminded that they will need to bring outfits 
from home for this event. 
 
Books2You will also be at school with their book fair on 
Wednesday the 15th and Thursday the 16th of September. 
Learners are encouraged to bring cash in an envelope on 
those days if they would like to purchase books. The 
average cost of a book is R70.  
 
 
 
 

 
Boarding news 
Adaptability is being able to adjust to new conditions and situations we cannot change or control. This is a natural part 
of life, and it is our adaptability that carries us through such times. Adaptability is being able to accept the things you 
cannot change, looking into oneself to find ways that you can change in order to make the most of your situation. 
In the weeks ahead, we will be focusing on specific life skills that we are encouraging in our boarders and we will be 
recognizing specific children for displaying these character traits. 
 

Homesickness is real and very difficult for any boarder. 
Lonwabo (left) missed home often, despite enjoying 
boarding. With his first year in senior primary this year, and 
“COVID school life” proving difficult for his very affectionate 
personality, it has proven tough. This term, Lonwabo has 
been more confident and more settled despite missing 
home; talking, smiling and back to his cheerful self that 
we've come to know him for. We congratulate Lonwabo for 
his humble example of adapting to life in all its different 
seasons, as young as he is; 10 years old this Friday. 
 
Similarly, in Sutcliffe House, we would like to recognize 
Angel (right). Not only has she quickly adapted to boarding 
life this year, but when there are changes in plans she not 
only adjusts, but embraces new challenges! \ 
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Meet Mr Prinsloo 
Eswee would like to offer an opportunity for parents to meet him in person. This will be done in the form of a short 
presentation followed by informal chats. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 protocols, this will be generously hosted at 
Fordoun and will take place on each of the following afternoons from 17:00 until 18:00: 
 
Junior Primary:  Mon 23 August - Gr 00 & Gr 0 

Tues 24 August - Gr 1  
Wed 25 August - Gr 2 
Thurs 26 August – Gr 3 

 
Senior Primary:  Fri 27 August – Gr 4 

Mon 30 August – Gr 5 
Tues 31 August – Gr 6 
Wed 1 September – Gr 7  

 

This also presents a wonderful opportunity for grade parents to connect with each other. For catering purposes, 
please confirm your attendance with Mrs Linsey Wynne, via email at pa.headmaster@cliftonprep.org.za by Friday 
20 August. 
 
Boarding parents or anyone who is unable to attend will be offered another opportunity on Friday 17 September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Covid protocol letter 
Lastly, with Covid a very real presence, please refer to the d6 for our Clifton Covid Protocols letter. This explains the 
steps to follow in the event of being a point of contact or being diagnosed with Covid-19. 
 
Half term, opportunities, new beginnings, protocols and a hint of magic. Clifton in a nutshell? You decide! 
 
Stay safe!  

Kind regards      
 

 
PETER QUINN 
ACTING HEAD    
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