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1 August 2021
Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians
Aside from the smorgasbord of activities available to its children, Clifton takes great pride in being able to offer
overnight trips away from the school environment and the comforts of home from Grade 1, too. The ongoing growth
in adaptability, independence and resilience we see manifesting in our children as a direct result of these adventures
has enormous benefits which speak for themselves. From the teachers’ perspective, these trips away offer incredibly
valuable learning opportunities and insight into the ‘inner workings’ of our children, too. Our Grade 7s returned from
Botswana on Friday afternoon having had (and provided to one another and their teachers) an unforgettable weeklong lesson in adaptability and positivity, aside from the general learning opportunities which presented themselves.
My belief that children are our best teachers is unshaken. The returns seen in heightened awareness of self, others
and the environment will be lifelong. The array of life-skills developed and learnt were equally memorable.
While I remain as the only Cliftonian not to have seen a leopard on our trip (yes, there are many smug Grade 7s!) I
was reminded of the Scottish naturalist John Muir’s words, “In every walk with nature one receives far more than he
seeks” in the ‘lesson’ I received at an impressive Macrotermes termitarium in Tuli. Please bear with me while I
compare Clifton’s community to a termitarium. Brace yourself.
Macrotermes are the termite equivalent of farmers. Basically, for generations, they work for the common good,
protect and defend each other and their home, going about their work with diligence and (I guess) wholehearted
effort day in and day out. The point I am trying to get to is that the entire community pulls together and does what
they can to protect, sustain and grow the colony. While there are obvious challenges from the environment and its
creatures, the determination and perseverance of the termites was what struck me most. Perhaps I gained more
from reflecting on the humble termite than the regal leopard? It is my fervent hope that Clifton continues to
inadvertently mirror the example of the Macrotermes, aside from building things from our own saliva and faeces, of
course.
Our termitarium has been hard at work over the past weeks, weathering the continued storm of recent events, both
social and Covid-19 related.
With Half-Term firmly in our sights, we look forward to maintaining a semblance of normality in our day-to-day life
returning to our termitarium. The most recent government gazette (1 August) has allowed the return of all sports
(without spectators) and cultural enrichment activities (again, without spectators) and all according to various
protocols. Information regarding the specifics of these offerings will follow in due course. Onward and upward,
fellow termites!
Stay safe!
Kind regards

PETER QUINN
ACTING HEAD
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While online for the first 2 weeks the children worked with discipline and interest in the core subjects as well as
participating enthusiastically on extension tasks provided in Music, Art and Drama. The teachers in both Junior and
Senior Primary, were impressed by the commitment and innovation children demonstrated while working remotely
with many sending in photos of their finger puppets, Drama tableaux, portraits, landscapes and colourful creatures.
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Mr Majola and Mrs Stopford have commented on the positive start the children have had in boarding as we embark
on the third term. The children are excited to be back in the boarding houses with their friends. The boys and the
girls are settling into their daily routine well, and Usher and Sutcliffe houses and surrounding gardens are, as Mrs
Stopford describes, “full of life and laughter again.”

Our Junior Primary teachers will suggest that no week in their part of campus is ever ‘ordinary’ as each day is filled
with an extraordinary happening, exciting discovery and fun. This week was no different, and for many children extra
special because they got to spend time making and racing small Lego carts with Mr Mortimer who reminds us that
“working with Lego helps improve spatial and fine motor skills, following instructions, and working as a team”.
After building their carts the children were asked to work in teams to considered and implement any modifications
that might make their team’s machine roll faster.
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An exciting final week of online sport took place between 19-30 July with, as Mr Veenstra dramatically describes,
“the classes going ‘head-to-head’ in the challenge.” It was, he notes, “a tight challenge with only a few points
separating the classes.”
The winning classes per grade are as follows:
Grade 1 Fly
Grade 2 Rindfleisch
Grade 3 Fyvie
Grade 4 Stokes
Grade 5 Strudwick
Grade 6 BH
We congratulate all of those that participated and made the challenge worthwhile. Below are a few pictures showing
some of the diverse activities undertaken…
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