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Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians 
 
It was Mr Dieter Schallen, an erstwhile Clifton Estate Manager, who once said, “If you don’t like the weather in 
Nottingham Road just wait 15 minutes.” (At this point just allow yourself to pause and nod if you have an umbrella, a 
spare jersey, a hat and/or sunblock in your car!) Mr Schallen would have been pretty smug when considering the 
different seasons and storms, metaphorical and literal, which we seem to have endured at Clifton and across the 
country this past week...  
 
I remain convinced that children are our greatest teachers. On the subject of weather (and not smugness!), 
Monday’s assembly was accompanied by the chattering of more than 100 sets of teeth and knocking of as many 
pairs of knees. This was thanks, in no small part, to the new Covid-19 ruling on numbers at indoor gatherings not 
exceeding 100. To be clear, what sounded like a castanet competition was due to the cold on Forbes Field. It was not 
anything related to the fear invoked by Mr Henderson’s tutor group’s assembly title, although they did get us off to a 
thought-provoking start on Monday with their interesting take on the concept of ‘Fake News’.  
 
Mr Henderson’s lads’ message had a Covid-19 twist and a very serious message about being careful of what we 
believe and/ or absorb and redistribute as ‘The Truth’. A valuable reminder, indeed. It is worth reflecting on the 
concept and perhaps allowing ourselves to go down the rabbit-hole of wondering why our Grade 7 lads felt the need 
to unpack this to the school, albeit in a light-hearted manner. As already mentioned, we might do well to heed the 
advice or commentary of children more regularly (unless it is a plea for more ice-cream, for instance).  
 
The intention of fake news is to harm or damage reputations. This is not something we entertain nor tolerate at 
Clifton. It is ensconced in our ‘Hurt Free’ Policy, something I am happy to share with those of you who might want to 
read more about it. The point I am trying to get to is that we need to actively decide to protect our children (and 
possibly ourselves) from fake news, in whatever form it might manifest. I would suggest that exposing our children 
to anything that should have something of a PG-rating, newsworthy or otherwise, or entertaining of fake news is 
destructive to what Mr Tim Jarvis of Michaelhouse refers to as ‘the cathedral of childhood’. They are only children 
once. Let’s defend it jealously. This may seem like common sense, although we all know that common sense is not 
that common. 
 
So while spreading of fake news is the kind of activity that we as parents and adults discourage in children, it might 
be worth reminding ourselves, as adults, to model this, too. Let’s be mindful of what we verbalise or share with our 
children. It’s no secret that childhood anxiety and depression is on the rise. This is hardly surprising given the 
bombardment of information and opinion to which we are subjected at every turn – social media, television, 
newspapers and the like. Perhaps the time has come to actively counter fake news with something like ‘Positive 
Press’, teaching our children to be discerning global citizens and champions for truth? But let’s celebrate the 
positive. There is so very much of it.  
 
To paraphrase Mahatma Gandhi, ‘Your words become your actions. Your actions become your habits’ or the Lorax, 
‘Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.’ 
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It seems I have spent most of the above quoting other people! Herewith some ‘un-fake news’: 
 
Covid-19 Update 
Please refer to the letter posted on the d6 regarding Clifton’s position on recent Covid-19 developments. 
 
Staffing 
Clifton is saddened to have to report the recent passing of Mr Jason Bruwer, husband of past JP HOD, Mrs Lorna 
Bruwer and father to Ryan and Mackenzie. Mr Bruwer’s bravery and determination in his fight against cancer was 
(and is) an inspiration. Our very sincere condolences are extended to Mrs Bruwer, Ryan, Mackenzie and the broader 
Bruwer family. 
  
Mrs Sally Cahill has tendered her resignation to take up an English post at Michaelhouse, where she will begin in 
January of 2022. While this is a wonderful opportunity for Mrs Cahill and her family, and one we support 
wholeheartedly, it is a hammer blow for the Clifton community. An advertisement for Mrs Cahill’s post will follow in 
due course.  
  
Mr Kyle Venter has been appointed to take over the reins from Mrs Elani Visser, effective from the beginning of next 
term. Currently based in Pietermaritzburg, Mr Venter will add immense value to our Clifton offerings. We look 
forward to welcoming him.  
 
Mrs Wendy Dougal (together with her old faithful dog, Mikey and leopard tortoise, Sid) has been appointed as the 
incumbent House Mother in Sutcliffe House following Mrs Gill Bissett’s retirement at the end of this term. Mrs 
Dougal has a great deal of experience in boarding schools and will be an asset in her role, continuing the excellent 
work Mrs Bissett and her team have put into place.  
 
With a chilly weekend now upon us, I wish the Grade 6 and 7 cohorts everything of the best as they continue their 
preparations for this term’s reviews, with one test already behind them. Best wishes are also extended to those 
braving the inclement weather to take part in Clifton’s first-ever duathlon. 
 
Stay safe 
 
Kind regards   
  

  
 
 
 

PETER QUINN 
ACTING HEAD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Tutor Lunches with the Head” 
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“Taking time to appreciate the things we take for 

granted… our campus and our staff.” 

“Bonfires and Marshmallow Braais  

with our Boarders on weekends” 
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Cross Country vs St Charles – Friday 28  May 

U9 Girls - 2km 
S Sikhosana 1st, M Walker 2nd, I Boshoff 3rd, P van Eeden 4th, J Skead 5th, A Chimuka 6th,  
H Delport 7th, A Couzens 8th   

U9 Boys - 2km 
C Flockhart 1st, R Warburton 9th  

U10 Girls - 2km 
R von Mayers 1st, S Lepart 2nd, G Goldie 3rd, M Appleford 4th, L Hambridge 5th, A Mkize 6th,  
S Macquet 7th, K Delport 8th   

U10 Boys - 2km 
J Witherspoon 1st, C Cahill 3rd, T van Duren 5th, C Flockhart 6th, L Shoyisa 7th, M Macaskill 9th  

U11 Girls - 3km 
K Buratovich 1st, T Sentongo 2nd, B Leslie 3rd, R Glutz 4th, C Beckermann 5th, S Bates 6th   

U11 Boys - 3km 
L Nene 1st, L Motsei 2nd, J Moore 4th, T Shoyisa 5th, R Graham 8th   

U12 Girls - 3km 
P Worst 1st, A Tjobo 2nd, A Stanistreet 3rd, G Ridl 4th   

U12 Boys - 3km 
F Flemington 1st, C Fly 3rd, M Muirhead 4th, D Roberts 7th, L Lombard 8th   

Open Girls - 3km 
J Glutz 1st, R Hoatson 2nd, K van Aardt 3rd 

Open Boys/Girls - 4km 
H Witherspoon 1st, T Rautenbach 3rd, J Strudwick 4th, L Fleming 6th overall & 1st girl, J Reinhardt 9th  
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“Special Cross Country Moments”
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Paige Worst, Gemma Worst, Esther Van Eeden 
and Petru Van Eeden all competed in a 
showjumping show at Maxwells Equestrian Centre 
last weekend.   
 
They had wonderful results and as always we are 
proud of each of their individual achievements: 
 
50cm Class  
1st Gemma Worst 
5th Petru Van Eeden  
 
60cm Class  
1st Esther Van Eeden  
2nd Gemma Worst 
 
70cm Class 
1st Paige Worst  
2nd Esther Van Eeden 
 
70cm Alternating Pairs  
1st Paige Worst 
 
80cm Class  
1st Paige Worst  
2nd Esther Van Eeden  
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Many Clifton children took part in the KZN Closed squash trials last weekend. Although the teams have not been 
finalized yet, the results of the tournament were as follows: 
 
U11 Girls  
Siri Borgen 5th, Bronwyn Leslie 6th, Annabelle Jonsson.  
 
U11 Boys  
Graeme Higginson 2nd, James Witherspoon 3rd, Nicholas Davies 4th, Guy Fyvie 6th, Mark Macaskill 7th, William 
Watt-Pringle 8th, Ruan Visser 11th.  
 
U13 Girls  
Kaitlin van Aardt 2nd, Tamlyn Galliers 4th, Omphile Sithole 6th, Amy Gerber 7th, Lucy Fyvie 9th, Thando Msomi 10th, 
Georgina Davies 11th, Chloe Pringle 12th Gemma Ridl 13th, Mulalo Ndangeneni 14th, Atlehang Tjobo 16th, Esihle 
Ngubane 17th.  
 
U13 Boys  
Matt Stanistreet 4th, Troy Rautenbach 5th, Michael Silk 6th, Graydon Leslie 7th, Joshua Strudwick 9th, William Segar 
10th, Callum Fly 11th, Thomas Borgen 13th, Thomas Spencer 14th, Harry Witherspoon 16th, Andrew Beckermann 
18th, Joel Reinhardt 19th, Griffin Goldby 26th.  
 

 

 
“We are very proud of all of these children who show 

commitment and dedication towards our Squash offering.”


