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Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians 
 
It is not always easy to generate nor sustain momentum. The theme of personal growth with which we began the 
term has continued, with this week’s focus being one of the importance of persevering. The arrival of a signed Italian 
rugby jersey – that of Sebastian Negri (Clifton Rugby and Cricket captain of 2007) – and delivered by Mr Brad 
McLeod-Henderson of Hilton College late last week precipitated sharing Sebastian’s story with the children on 
Monday. A nuggetty, humble, charismatic and grounded young man fresh from Zimbabwe who had a flair for sport, 
somehow earning the nickname of ‘Johnny Legs’ as a result of his impossibly long legs which he now seems to have 
grown into. Sebastian went on from Clifton to represent Hilton College 1st XV before spending some time with the 
Western Province Academy. This was followed by a move to Hartpury College (UK) to further his studies, and 
culminated in gaining selection for Benetton Rugby and a subsequent call-up for the Italian national rugby team, the 
Azurri, making his debut for Italy in 2016 and maintaining a spot in the starting line-up ever since. Sebastian’s 
character, passion (and impressive statistics) speak for themselves, and his journey has been the epitome of what we 
stand for at Clifton – perseverance, integrity, wholehearted effort, good sportsmanship and respect, particularly. 
Without quoting Frank Sinatra too closely, dreaming the impossible dream does sometimes pay off; perseverance is 
the key.  
 
Joey2C 
It would seem that perseverance may have been the theme for others in the Clifton community this past week, too! 
While we have missed the buzz and camaraderie of the annual J2C cycle race at the Clifton Race Village, it was 
heartening to know that a condensed version (known as the Joey2C) with the intention to ‘keep the ride alive’ was 
still on the cards. With a few notable local celebrities in Ron Rutland of ‘Fat Kid on a Bicycle’ fame, Mr Mark Davies, 
Mr Wayne Abbott and Mr Gareth Bedell-Sivright in the saddle on the Winterton/ Glengarry leg, the PA team headed 
by Mrs Nicky Kinvig and Mrs Charmaine Flockhart, and hosts Gareth and Kelly Bedell-Sivright of Glengarry Holiday 
Farm, did Clifton proud in their support of the cyclists and their teams. We thank all involved for their concerted 
efforts and meticulous planning and look forward to having the J2C crew back at Clifton next year.  
 
Clubs 
This week sees the reintroduction of clubs to our co-curricular offering. Mrs Louise Jelliman and the Sports 
Department have worked tirelessly to ensure a seamless rollout of these clubs, catering to as wide a range of 
interests as possible. We trust that your children will be fulfilled and energised by the Friday offering – how 
fortunate they are.  
 
Sport 
What a treat to hear the sound of excited chatter and encouragement of impassioned coaches at Saturday’s hockey 
and rugby clinics! While certain coaches (*cough*Mr Majola*cough*) may have been feeling their age on Sunday 
morning, there is no doubt that the initiative was a great success. Our young ladies head off to St John’s to do battle 
in the first hockey matches of the season tomorrow, with our lads attending an optional High Performance Clinic at 
school.  A reminder to parents and guardians that spectators are still unfortunately not permitted at sporting events 
and that drivers are please not to alight from their vehicles. 
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Mrs Jelliman and the coaching staff are to be commended on their efforts in preparing our children for zonal hockey 
trials, hosted at Treverton this past Wednesday. The overarching comments that our Clifton representatives held our 
flag high were a source of great pride.  
Anecdotally, Mrs Jelliman was heard reflecting that a particular highlight for her post the trials was hearing the 
singing of our traditional ‘Grace’ as the bus entered the Clifton gates. It certainly has been a while! 
 
Mevrou and ‘MrVrou’ Borgen are thanked for their efficient organisation and running of last week’s Squash 
tournament at Clifton. In typical fashion our children did themselves proud, with wonderful displays of their abilities 
and good sportsmanship throughout the tournament.   
 
 Mrs Lauren Menton and Ms Elbe Rautenbach have sadly had to postpone this weekend’s horse-riding event until 
June, despite their hard work in preparation for the event.  
 
Uniform 
With the shifting seasons and winter seemingly upon us, please be mindful of the need to ensure your children are 
appropriately attired – the school uniform needs to be respected. This includes the correct footwear. On another 
uniform related note, please be aware that we intend to include masks as part of our official uniform, with plain (i.e. 
unbranded) black masks necessary, although only for arrival at sports fixtures and at official school functions (this 
will exclude assemblies). While this will only come into play after half term, please be aware that the school shop 
does have a supply of black masks.  
 
Clifton Tree Challenge 
In line with the inspiration from ‘Last Child in the Woods’ and in keeping with the themes of growth and 
perseverance, each class and/ or tutor group has been issued with a challenge to find and identify various species of 
trees around the campus – we have a bit of a competition running. This will be an interesting process to watch, as 
Colonel Greene (on whose farm Clifton was founded) and Mr Geoffrey Jenks (an ex-WW2 tank-commander turned 
teacher, and headmaster from 1946 – 1961) were avid arborists – we have much for which to thank them. 
Subsequently a wide variety of trees from various parts of the world were sourced and planted on our campus. 
Perhaps check in with your children to see if they have found our Gingko (one of the best specimens in the country, 
we believe), the Cork-bark tree or the 5 Finger Tree, a tree with its own mystical powers… or so we have been told 
by the children over the years.  
  
Photo Compo 
As mentioned last week, our photo competition has begun, with final submissions due before Half Term. Class 
teachers and tutors have further information for your children, but I thought it fitting to share some pictures taken 
by the staff (we have our own competition running too) as inspiration... you may notice that our beautiful Japanese 
Maple features!  
 
Scholarships 
It was with great pride that we are able to announce that the following scholarship winners to Michaelhouse next 
year: 
 
Michaelhouse Music Scholarship: Owen Chimuka (Jr) 
Clifton Closed Scholarship:  Harry Witherspoon 
Michaelhouse Major Open Scholarship: Troy Rautenbach 
 
Further to the above, it is a Clifton tradition that we celebrate the awarding of a Major Open Scholarship with a half 
day off! Tempting though it may be to decide one’s own day off, we will advise of the day decided upon in due 
course.  
While not every high school offers scholarships, we will keep you appraised of further scholarship awards as they are 
shared with us. 
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Mr Eswee Prinsloo 
While I am certain the news of Mr Eswee Prinsloo’s appointment as Headmaster as of 17 August has reached you, it 
is with eager anticipation that we await the arrival of the Prinsloo family at Clifton. We look forward to being able to 
continue to provide your children with the very best we can offer in all facets, and to continue their growth still 
further under Mr Prinsloo’s leadership. We thank Mr Gary Banfield (Board Chair) and Mr Simon Woodland (Board 
Vice-Chair) and their team for their wisdom and thoroughness in Mr Prinsloo’s appointment.  
 
With chilly temperatures predicted for the weekend, I trust you will persevere through the cold, pull the blankets in 
a little tighter and enjoy your time with your precious children.  
 
 
Kind regards  

 
 

“Eswee and Hanlie with their children 
 Ilani-Marie, Anje and Christiaan" 

PETER QUINN 
ACTING HEAD 
 

 

“The handover of Seb Negri’s Italian Rugby Jersey” 
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