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23 April 2021 
 
Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians 
 
Having rediscovered and been inspired by an old favourite book of mine, ‘Last Child in the Woods’ (Richard Louv) 
and following the environmental flavour of the term calendar, including Earth Day, Outdoor Classroom Week and 
National Water Week, it was only fitting that our term theme reflected this. At assembly on Tuesday the Senior 
Primary were urged to make this a term of personal growth, appreciating the opportunities afforded them this term 
and enjoying the campus to its full. There will be an ongoing theme of personal growth and reminding ourselves to 
aim to strike a healthy balance in all we do throughout the term. Some growth and change around Clifton is reflected 
in this letter, too… 
 
Library Reimagining: 
Following visits to various schools in and around the Midlands we have taken the step to begin reimagining our 
library. This has involved changing its position to where the staff room had been previously, with Phase 1 now seeing 
what will be the Learning Resource Centre now virtually at the centre of the school. We will keep you posted as the 
Centre evolves, but please rest assured that our focus remains on developing and fostering a love for reading at 
Clifton.   
  
Grade 6 & 7 Mini-series: 
On the subject of reimagining… and imagination… Mrs Nicolene Badenhorst’s vision for the Grade 6 & 7 play, which 
has now become the Mini-series ‘Dorothy in the Wonderland of Clifton’ movie has borne significant fruit. Please do 
enjoy Part 1 over the weekend if you missed the notification on the d6:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RiXZbZdMutUPmLuFDQ6cXzRu-KT1CULO/view?usp=sharing 
  
Grounds and Estates: 
Mr Elvis Kalika and his team have been hard at work preparing fields, classrooms and the boarding houses for the 
new term – the campus is in wonderful shape! Plans have been approved to begin improvements to the Davies Oval. 
Simply put, the bank nearest the Haworth Oval will be excavated to some degree, and replaced with a stone wall 
similar in design to that which partly surrounds the Haworth Oval. Work on this project will begin soon – we look 
forward to the final result! Plans towards an upgrade and revitalising of the Expressive Arts Centre in the future are 
also under way. We thank those parties who have invested their time and energy so selflessly in these projects.   

 
New Children:  
We are pleased to welcome a number of new children this term, too: 

 Kanalelo Pitso (Gr 1S) 

 Cara Sparrow (Gr 2R) 

 Rosie Widlake (Gr 2M) 

 Robyn Glutz (Gr 5V) 

 Wandile Buthelezi (Gr 6CM) 

 Jocelyn Sparrow (Gr 6CM) 
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 Jane Glutz (Gr 7 DT) 

 Morgan Sparrow (Gr 7DT) 
 
Boarding Prep Sessions: 
Please note that evening prep for boarders has been reinstated, effective as of Day 1 of Term 2, beginning at 17h00 
and ending at 17h45, and running from Monday to Thursday each week. These will take place in allocated 
classrooms. Prep sessions will be monitored by resident academic staff and interns.  
 
Sport: 
It has been most exciting to see cross-country, hockey and rugby practices in full swing over the course of the week. 
Excitement levels are high, and I can assure you that the staff are as keen to get back into the swing of things as your 
children are! We are sure your children will make the most of the hockey and rugby clinics on Saturday. A reminder 
that gazetted Covid-19 protocols regrettably prevent spectators at sports events. 
 
Photo Competition: 
While I have mentioned the above to all of the children, I will be championing a photographic competition, the 
subject for which will be “Out and About at Clifton”. All photos are to be taken using a school iPad, and any editing 
software available can be used to enhance the results. Prizes will be awarded in three categories: 

 Portrait 

 Landscape 

 Abstract 
 

Please would you encourage your children to take part in this competition. As mentioned previously in this letter, 
the campus is in superb condition, with autumn colours proudly on show – we need to celebrate this! Due date for 
submissions is Tuesday 18 May. 
 
The second term is already gathering momentum. We trust this will be a fulfilling, rewarding time for you and yours. 
 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
 

PETER QUINN 
ACTING HEAD 
 

 

 

“One of our favourite outdoor 

classrooms” 
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“So privileged to be able to play 
sport on this beautiful campus”

 

 
“Our staff leading by example with energy and enthusiasm” 

“Try!  May there be many more!” 
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“Not only do our children 
grow and develop at Clifton 
but this week our Estates 
Team received firefighting 
training.” 

 

 

 

 

 


