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Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians 
 
It was Thomas Berry, no relation to rock ‘n roll legend Chuck Berry, who wrote that ‘teaching children about the 
natural world should be treated as one of the most important events in their lives’. He would have been proud of the 
enthusiasm seen in our Clifton children and staff in trying to finish off the Clifton Tree Challenge this past week. The 
Cork-bark tree has been the most elusive tree, it appears! In tandem with this, our drive has been to remind our 
children to focus on their own roots in going forward. Responses from the children in Monday’s assembly reflected 
that our roots were not just the morals, values and habits that ground us, but also an acknowledgement of our 
cultures and, indeed, the culture of Clifton. That our children are mindful of the need to respect and uphold our 
roots is gratifying.     
 
Staffing and staff news 
Primary to ensuring that the school remains rooted in its traditions and values are our staff. It gives us great pleasure 
to announce the appointment of Mrs Melissa Dove to our Marketing Department. Mrs Dove brings a wealth of 
experience, and certainly will add great value to our offering as a school. Further to this, interviews for the position 
of Grade 7 Maths and Grade 5 Afrikaans currently held by Mrs Elani Visser are almost at conclusion, with interviews 
for the Estate Foreman position to support Mr Elvis Kalika under way. Interviews to find a House Mother as 
replacement for Mrs Gill Bissett, who retires from Clifton at the end of the term, are to follow. 
We were thrilled to welcome Mrs Sandi Strudwick back to school on Wednesday. While remaining strongly 
connected to her classes in her absence, it is wonderful to have her back in person. 
 
Health and Safety 
As this is critical to the best practice in running any organisation, we have taken the step to outsource to an external 
company in seeking advice and guidance in ensuring that Clifton is fully Health and Safety compliant. In this regard, 
our audit has begun, and will be ongoing in order to be as thorough as possible. Aside from the obviously necessary 
end result, this process will have positive knock-ons in staff development, upskilling, personal growth and 
empowerment. Your children’s safety remains our priority. 
 
Sports 
It seems a natural progression that comments involving ‘knock-ons’ and ‘safety’ should precede matters sporting! 
Following our successes on the hockey fields of St John’s and the increased confidence and competence evident at 
our optional High Performance rugby clinics we are delighted to be able to confirm more sporting fixtures against 
other schools in the coming weeks. The Sports Department are thanked for their proactivity in securing rugby 
fixtures next weekend against St Henry’s Marist and Merchiston, with the girls locking horns (or hockey sticks?) with 
fixtures against Laddsworth this weekend, and Epworth on the cards for next weekend.      
 
Following the recent successful Midlands squash tournament, the next event is the KZN closed tournament on 
Saturday 30th May. My apologies for omitting to thank Mr Steve Fly and Miss Megan Hatch for their part in this 
recent Midlands tournament.   
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Grounds and Estates 
Several campus-based projects have taken root. As mentioned in the first e-news of the term, the stone wall 
construction at the Davies Field is coming along in fine style. Interestingly, the wall itself is being built by Mr Duncan 
Price (a past parent) and his team using natural rocks and stone which were salvaged by Mr Ian Cribbins (also a past 
parent) at the time of extending our swimming pool. In an impressive feat (and clearly blessed with impressive 
foresight) Mr Cribbins went on to somehow hide his plunder (tons of it!) in plain sight. There is no truth in the 
rumour that Mr Cribbins will be giving lessons on hiding tuck to our boarders! 
Mrs Clare Watt-Pringle, on behalf of the PA Committee of 2019, has revived a proposal to improve the area around 
the outdoor chess board (near the School Shop, for those who may be unsure). This project will see a currently 
rather muddy area, somehow the haunt of the Grade 7 boys at tea and lunchtimes, being upgraded. (Side note: One 
is reminded that some dictionaries define a boy as such: “Boy - A loud noise covered in mud.” Yep… that seems about 
right!) This completed project will see the stonework and steps surrounding the bell mirrored around the chess 
board area. Plans are afoot to improve the seating area around the trees currently in situ. 
Mr Chris Mecklenborg and his team from All Out Adventures will be arriving on 30th May to spend some time in the 
repair and maintenance of the Project Free Range obstacle course – there has been some damage to two elements 
during recent storms. 
 
Covid-19 
Covid-19 is one thing none of us want to take root. With confirmed cases of a new strain now upon South Africa’s 
shores, please note that Clifton will not be changing its stance in upholding internal protocols and gazetted 
legislation. Please reinforce positive habits with your children and be assured of the school’s best efforts in 
combatting and preventing the spread of the virus. 
 
In closing, Clifton wishes every single maternal figure a very happy Mother’s Day on Sunday!  
 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
 

PETER QUINN 
ACTING HEAD 

     “The new and improved Davies Field taking shape” 
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“Our girls in action again…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And loving it!” 

 

 

 

 

Hockey vs St John’s – 1 May 

Clifton 1st vs St John’s 1st – Clifton drew 0 - 0  

Clifton 2nd vs St John’s 2nd – Clifton won 2 - 0  

Clifton U11A vs St John’s U11A – Clifton won 1 - 0  

Clifton U11B vs St John’s U11B – Clifton won 6 - 0 

Clifton U10A vs St John’s U10A – Clifton won 5 - 0 

Clifton U10B vs St John’s U10B – Clifton won 3 - 0 

Clifton U9A vs St John’s U9A – Clifton drew 2 - 2 

Clifton U9B vs St John’s U9B – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
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Mrs Heather Kelland writes: 
There was great excitement in the Grade 0 classes as we prepared to climb on the bus for our very first and long 
awaited outing to Piggly Wiggly. The boys and girls spent the morning at Zulu Lulu, where Vanessa and Charles 
welcomed us into their beautiful gallery and hosted a wonderful morning of creativity. The visit was part of our 
theme on colour and provided an opportunity for the children to paint a special secret surprise gift for Mother’s Day. 
The weather was just perfect and a fun day was had by all. 

“Excitement before” 

 

 

 

“On the bus” 

        “And then we were finally there!” 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This is what makes Clifton 
learning so special!” 
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