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Dear Clifton Parents and Guardians 
 
In a week commemorating Ascension Day and Jesus’ ascent to Heaven, I am reliably informed by Google that this is 
celebrated in different ways in various parts of the world. In parts of Sweden, for example, some people take to 
going into the woods to hear the birds at sunrise. In some parts of England I am led to believe that a custom known 
as ‘beating the bounds’ existed until not too long ago, perhaps helped in its demise by the abolition of corporal 
punishment. However, it may be, this custom apparently involved beating the local lads with willow branches as they 
traversed the boundaries of their parish. This, in part, helped to purify their souls. Some might see merit in both 
activities, methinks. Fortunately, we had Mr Majola’s tutor group on hand in Monday’s assembly to remind us of the 
power of our words and to focus on our responsibilities towards ourselves and each other as we go forward – an 
important note to us all. 
 
Sustainability 
While the custom of ‘beating the bounds’ may have disappeared in England, one may have been forgiven for 
thinking that Mr James Henderson, Mr Matthew Everest and a willing cohort of grade 7s were trying to revive this 
tradition at Clifton. Upon closer investigation, the very audible expenditure of energy and effort (and enthusiastic 
comparing of blisters, with Mr Everest a clear winner) proved to be a solid session of removing some alien plants and 
clearing out of an area where a secret garden of sorts will emerge, featuring yet another spectacular Japanese 
Maple. How secret? Top secret! Watch this space for an update and possible clues next week.  
You may be pleased to know that this week has seen Mr Elvis Kalika and his team taking the theme of ascension to 
heart in sending smoke skyward, burning off the accumulated debris and alien vegetation cleared during Water 
Week and as part of Project Amanzi.  
This week has seen Mr Henderson spearheading our Outdoor Classroom days in the Senior Primary, beginning with 
the Grade 5s. Please refer to the calendar to remind yourself of your children’s Outdoor Classroom day, which 
promises to be an action-packed, rewarding experience for all. Creative opportunities, a survival game and reflection 
time will be built into each grade’s Outdoor Classroom experience. 
 
Sport  
It was with great excitement that our Grade 1 & 2 girls and boys went off to Treverton for their very first inter-school 
hockey and soccer matches on Wednesday.  An afternoon featuring silky skills, shouts of laughter through colourful 
gum-guards proudly on display and punctuated by the odd yelp from a shin/ball or shin/takkie interaction, it goes 
without saying that sport was the winner of a lovely day out. Our thanks to our passionate, patient Junior coaches! 
 
The Senior hockey coaches and players have also been hard at work, ensuring impressive skill development from 
their charges over a relatively short time-frame. Following the recent Ward Trials, it was with great pleasure that we 
received notification of the following selections for the uMgungundlovu District Hockey Teams to participate in an 
inter-districts Trials Festival in Pietermaritzburg over the course of this weekend: 
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U13 Boys 
Graydon Leslie  
Troy Rautenbach 
Michael Silk  
 
U12 Boys 
Callum Fly  
Non-travelling reserve: Mitchell Muirhead 
 
U13 Girls 
Thando Msomi  
Tlotliso Raliapeng 
 
U12 Girls 
Mulalo Ndanganeni 
Chloe Pringle 
Omphile Sithole 
Ashleigh Stanistreet  
 
All teams are mixed strength, and will play for selection in a KZN Inland Under 13 ‘A’ and ‘B’ team, or one of the 
Under 12 Girls/ Boys teams. All of these teams will then compete at the national tournament later in the year.  
  
It is with considerable pride that we can also inform you of Mrs Louise Jelliman (Head of Sport, past pupil and 
captain of Clifton 1st XI Hockey in the not-too-distant past) having gained selection as the coach of an Under 12 team, 
with Mr Linda Sibiya (intern and goalkeeper-coach extraordinaire) named as coach of an Under 13 team. 
 
Clifton wishes our hockey players and coaches success and fulfilment in the festival.  
 
It was with great pride that the following captaincies were announced in assembly on Monday: 
Girls Hockey: 
Captain: Tamlyn Galliers 
Vice-captain: Paige Jonsson 
 
Rugby: 
Captain: Troy Rautenbach 
Vice-captain: Josh Strudwick 
 
Cross-Country: 
Captain: Harry Witherspoon 
Vice-captain: Leila Fleming 
 
Please note that House captains will be announced on Monday prior to Friday’s compulsory Inter-house Cross 
Country for Grades 1- 7, at which no willow branches will be used, I promise! 
 
This weekend sees no less than 5 of our horsey ladies heading to Shongweni to compete in the SANESA Q2 Riding 
Show. Esther van Eeden, Petru van Eeden, Jess Gifford, Paige Worst, Gemma Worst as well as their trusty steeds are 
wished every success. Heels down, girls! 
 
It is no secret that the gazetted ruling preventing spectators at inter-school sports fixtures has been a source of 
frustration and disappointment. It may come as some form of solace to know that the KZN ISASA Regional Director, 
Mr Dave Wilkinson, reports that an appeal with the Department of Education may be lodged in this regard. More 
information in this process will follow. Rest assured that your shouts of encouragement are missed by Clifton players 
and coaches alike.  
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Expressive Arts 
Mr Rowan and Mrs Fee van Aardt, parents of past pupils Travis (class of 2014) and Nicki (class of 2016) have very 
generously donated a piano of great personal sentimental value to support our musical offering at Clifton. Our latest 
addition now sits in pride of place in the Music Room, ready to launch dreams!  
 
Staff news 

 We are in the process of implementing the suggestions following our recent Health and Safety audit, and are 
pleased to report that a number of staff have volunteered themselves for training and upskilling in firefighting 
and first aid training. 

 It seems that the role as Boarding House parents is an inspirational one. Mr Lee & Mrs Rebecca Stopford are very 
proud to be able to announce Rebecca’s pregnancy! What a clever baby to choose such wonderful parents-to-
be! 

 
Covid-19 
With the recent announcement of the start of the third wave in South Africa, we are going to need to continue to 
work as a team to ensure our communal safety. It would be greatly appreciated if you could continue to reinforce 
the need for regular hand-washing or sanitising, social distancing and wearing of masks, especially necessary in 
consolidating habits with Half Term approaching. As mentioned last week, we will certainly be doing our best to 
reinforce these habits at Clifton. 
 
Mr Majola’s tutor group’s assembly on the power of words resonated with me this week. On a personal note, a very 
wise, dear friend, a fellow teacher and a rare breed in himself, recently encouraged me to remember to take a 
moment to watch the sun through the leaves and the wind on the water from time to time. The increasingly regular 
chilly mornings that typify our dear school, especially with a little of Jack Frost’s work this morning at this time of 
year, and with having just spotted an Amethyst Sunbird hopping through the Natal Bottlebrush near the Caitlin 
Dillon Memorial Fountain a little while ago, I trust his advice finds merit with you. May the sun shine gently on you 
all. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
 

PETER QUINN 
ACTING HEAD 
      

“Take time to appreciate the things 

we take for granted” 
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“Celebrating International Nurses’ Day… 

Sister Jodie Sparrow being spoilt by Santanna & 

Monique, Our Capitol Catering Managers.” 

 

“Twins: Annabelle and Georgina Jonsson… or is it 

Georgina and Annabelle?”

 

“Elvis, Lucky and Sanele – nothing is 

too difficult for this team of men.”
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“Warming up and building spirit!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“All smiles being able to 
compete again!” 

 

 

Hockey vs Laddsworth – 8  May 

Clifton 1st vs Laddsworth 1st – Clifton won 1 - 0  

Clifton 2nd vs Laddsworth 2nd – Clifton won 4 - 0  

Clifton 3rd vs Laddsworth 3rd – Clifton won 2 - 0 

Clifton U11A vs Laddsworth U11A – Clifton won 6 - 0  

Clifton U11B vs Laddsworth U11B – Clifton lost 2 - 3 

Clifton U10A vs Laddsworth U10A – Clifton drew 1 - 1 

Clifton U10B vs Laddsworth U10B – Clifton lost 2 - 3 

Clifton U9A vs Laddsworth U9A – Clifton won 3 - 2 

Clifton U9B vs Laddsworth U9B – Clifton won 2 - 1 
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Mrs Nicolene Badenhorst writes: 
Episode 2 of "Dorothy in the Wonderland of Clifton" is well 
underway, with filming continuing next week. The Grade 6s 
have been finding and painting their own costumes for the 
mini-series… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grade 4 & 5 'production' is also gaining momentum and the 
children are excited, creating their own stories with much 
enthusiasm! - They have been learning about creatures and 
music from four different countries and have started to 
incorporate this knowledge into their own plays. The details of 
this 'production' will be communicated after Half-Term… Watch 
this space! 
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Mrs Laura Fleischack writes: 
Em’seni, which means “place of grace”, is just that, a place of beauty, charm and kindness. The Grade 3s had a 
wonderful overnight stay there and discovered that it is not so easy building a shelter using what they could gather 
amongst the trees and vegetation!  This task then proceeded onto a shelter made from a canvas sheet and finally a 
tent. Needless to say, some teams ended up with ‘extra’ poles and pegs. How to pack a rucksack was another 
interesting activity. Fire making resulted in cooked viennas, which were eaten next to the river. That night we were 
lucky enough to see a shooting star. I am sure that the children wished they could spend more time at Em’seni. 

 

 

 

“Emseni Adventures… Tents, climbing walls and friends!” 
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“A wonderful 
evening that took 
place with  
Covid-19 protocols 
in place.” 

 

“A special thank 
you to Santanna & 
Monique for 
providing delicious, 
individually packed 
goodie bags for 
the Moms & their 
children!” 


