
 

Nottingham Road, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
Private Bag X01, Nottingham Road, 3280 South Africa 

 
Telephone: +27 (0)33 266 8200 

 
E-mail: reception@cliftonprep.org.za 

NPO Reg. N0: 016-621  
Co Reg. N0: 2000/011970/08 

   

 

Reg No. CLI001/836 

 

5 March 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

“If you carry your childhood with you, you never become older.” 

Tom Stoppard 

 
I have been reminded again over the past few days of what we “get right” at Clifton Notties. Seeing children climb 
trees, riding horses on the campus, hearing children spontaneously start playing the marimbas in the Chapel over 
the weekend – that is what we are about…ensuring that the magic of childhood is never lost . It is what we believe 
in and what we are about.  
 
I acknowledge that I am in reflective mode. Although the photos of the iconic maple tree taken outside my office a 
few hours ago are a real-life representation of the changing seasons, the air is decidedly “nippier” in the mornings,… 
they are also reflective of the passing of time. It is, in some ways, incomprehensible to think that the end of term is a 
mere three weeks away. Chapters are starting and ending. 

 
 It is always lovely to acknowledge children achieving beyond the confines of the Clifton campus… 
Amy Gerber (Grade 7) swam in the Lake Heritage Water Festival. Amy is a provincial swimmer and swam in the u13 

age category and won her race. Interestingly, with a total of 176 swimmers in the race, she beat the time of the 

fastest boy in the u/13 section too!  Ava Cloete (Grade 6) won the finals in her age division in the KZN tennis 

tournament this past weekend. A nationally ranked player, Ava is certainly a name to watch. We are proud of Amy 

and Ava and their achievements. True grit and determination triumph. Congratulations girls! 
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A number of school trips have and are occurring shortly and these will be featured and reflected on in next week’s 

newsletter.  

On a more “mundane” level, I am glad to report that the road leading up to Clifton Notties has been tarred – 

potholes have been filled with road-markings on the campus about to be reinforced. I remind everyone of the speed-

limit on campus: 20km/hr. I am also aware that pick-up times and logistics are a cause of concern (big cars with little 

children). Confirmation of ways to alleviate this concern and pressure will be addressed accordingly. 

The article by Gwen Dewar entitled: “Emotional coaching: helping kids cope with negative feelings” is worth a read. 

Practical and insightful, the article is a useful one in identifying skills we can use to “coach” our children when they 

are confronted with negative feelings and emotions. The link is: https://www.parentingscience.com/emotion-

coaching.html 

 The weekend lies ahead! I wish you a happy weekend with you and your family. 

Kind Regards 

    

 
VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Gerber (Grade 7)     Ava Cloete (Grade 6) 

 

https://www.parentingscience.com/emotion-coaching.html
https://www.parentingscience.com/emotion-coaching.html


3 

 

 

 


