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Dear Parents/Guardians 

“The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors into windows.” 

Sydney J. Harris 

Sydney Harris’ quote is a pertinent one and certainly applicable to Clifton Notties. When I walk around our 
School at any given time, I see the “window” our children (and staff) are looking through. It is about preparing 
our children for the “world out there”…be it via the classroom, sports fields or in a drama, art or music room. 
The photos below go some way in capturing this “window”.  

This “window” has been wide open this week - it has been a busy one – hikes, trips, clubs and a “Clifton has got 
talent” show. I cannot believe that in almost a month’s time, our academic year ends. So much has been, is and 
will be happening. Something we do not want to “lose” are our Club activities next year, either. Watch this 
space! They have added a whole new dimension to our education at Clifton Notties. 

With the end of the year in mind, please note the following information concerning the end of year events: 

• As per the calendar, our end of term/ year assembly (Friday 27 November at 07h30) will take place. This 
will be held on the main Haworth Field. The whole School will be present as per normal, with parents 
invited. It will be “business as usual”…just outside, with all protocols observed.

• The Grade 7 Leavers’ Assembly takes place at 11 am in the same venue

• Our Senior Primary Prize Giving (Saturday 28th November) will also be held on the main Hayworth Oval, 
with everyone in attendance. Having it out in the fresh air and space allows us to celebrate the Prize 
Giving as per normal…just in another venue, with all Covid-19 related protocols observed. Please be 
assured that a contingency plan is in place should the weather be inclement. This will be communicated 
to you at an appropriate time. We pray for good weather!

Our Grade 7 Leaver’s Dinner which takes place in the Indoor Centre on the evening of 27 November promises to 
be the highlight it always is – I am grateful to the committee of Grade 7 mothers for all the hard work that is 
going and has gone into making this event happen.  
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I am delighted to announce the appointment of Mrs Anita Whitehead into the Junior/Pre Primary Department. 
Anita joins us from the Ridge Primary School, Pietermaritzburg. An experienced and passionate teacher, her 
knowledge and love of the psychomotor programme is well known to many. She will be taking up a Grade 0 
post, with Mrs Emma Fyvie moving to Grade 3 in 2021. A distinct asset to Clifton, I look forward to Anita’s 
contribution to Clifton Notties.  

The following article is a timely reminder of the value of the “now”, of the importance of a seemingly mundane 
moment and its impact. It is really worth a read. With family-time being highlighted during this Covid-19 
pandemic, the article is a reminder of what is truly important. The link is: 

https://forge.medium.com/theres-no-such-thing-as-quality-time-58db618c099d?gi=sd 

I wish you well for the week ahead! 

Kind regards 

 d.jj 

 
 
VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 
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CARACAL CAVES HIKE 

Mrs Cyndi Jonker writes:  

“The excitement to eventually get out and sleep in a cave again was palpable in the air! Our group of 18 set off  
for a mountain adventure to Caracal Cave at Highmoor Nature Reserve last weekend. The weather was hot, the 
water was cool and the scenery magnificent. 

On arriving, however, yours truly had booked the wrong date for the Cave! No worries - never set off without a 
plan B; a night under the stars in an old ruin on top of the 
hillside. However, plan B came in the form of 2 Cliftonians 
Jeremy Eb and Sean Platt (Class of 95), who were the 
occupiers of the cave. They were so happy to see that Clifton 
children were still walking and sleeping out in the mountains; 
exactly where their passion for hiking was born! Thank you 
Jeremy and Sean for giving us your cave for the night. True 
Cliftonian brotherhood in action. 

The day was sealed with a beautiful sunset and a warm and 
comfortable night was enjoyed by all.  

Sunday morning dawned hot and clear with a long uphill to 
conquer, before a refreshing dam swim. We spent Sunday afternoon catching crabs and building dams at Shark 
Rock, before a very content Clifton bunch returned home.” 

 

 

 
Photographs courtesy of Mr Siya Sithole 
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 “CLIFTON'S GOT TALENT” 
 
Mrs Nicolene Badenhorst and Mrs Faye Spencer write:  
 
“On Tuesday the 20th of October the Senior Primary children took part in an 
inter-class talent competition; with great enthusiasm! This is a new event 
introduced by the Expressive Arts Department and comprised a full day of art 
based experiences- from rehearsals to performing skits, music or prose pieces 
and creating artworks too. 
 
Each class was asked to compose a 15 minute show, incorporating two 
compulsory items: an original performance piece as well as a musical item. All 
their items, including an individual artwork by each child had to fit into a 
chosen theme. The children had to decide as work together in their classes to come 
up with the pieces select which they would enter and come up with innovative ways 
to promote their classes’ given theme. 
 
Separate from the talent show, there is also a photography competition and the 
winners will be announced at a later date and appropriate images shared. 
 
The children worked incredibly hard on their acts and each child should 
feel proud of what they contributed to the day. It was a true pleasure to witness 
creative collaboration in action.  
We were blessed enough to have an established and gifted artist, Luke Falconer as 
our outside judge. Although the decision-making was very difficult, the winning 
results for the performances are as follows: 
 
Grade 4 S (theme: Nature) 
Grade 5 S (theme: Wild Animals) 
Grade 6 CM (theme: Yellow) 
Grade 7 CT (theme: Fairy Tales) 

Practice sessions and fine tuning of pieces took place before tea, 

while after tea the judges moved to the class venues to view each 

class’s interpretation of their theme. While 1 class was being 

judged, all the other classes were creating their artworks so every 

moment for meaningful engagement was taken advantage of. 

It was an incredibly busy day for all involved.  Winners of the 

Art Competition for creating beautiful themed work in each 

class are as followed: 

4S: Bella Scheepers, Campbell Cass, Rowan Mork-   

     Chadwick 

4T: Summer Bates, Claire Beckerman, Noella Edkins 

5B: Oliver Watt-Pringle, Tasmin Van der Walt, Atlehang 

Tjobo 
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5S: Kaitin Van Aardt, Callum Fly, Daniel Morkel 

6CM: Tristan Barker, Leila Fleming, Harry Witherspoon 

6BH: William Segar, Remofilwe Khoale, Thomas Borgen 

7CT: Cebo Khuluse, Hunter Compton, Caeley Scheepers 

7M: Lufuno Ndanganeni, Kerrin Wynne, Imibongo Somhlalo 

7DT: Gregor Von Mayer, Amy Mackaskill, and Jude 

Meckenborg 

 

The children really played out of their socks and impressed 

teachers and judges with their enthusiasm and skill – aside from 

performers the children contributed in other 

ways such a script writing, stage management, 

props organization and so on. The class 

teachers were super busy too as class teachers 

assisted on the day during rehearsal sessions 

and poster creation time. We are so grateful 

for their generous help! A special thank you 

must also go to Santana and Monique and 

their incredible team for providing a wonderful 

tea of waffles with treats that gave us all the 

energy we needed to keep going on the day!” 
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GRADE 3 TRIP TO ECABAZINI 

Mrs Laura Fleischack writes:  

“What an amazing way to end off in the Junior school.  

Ecabazini is a small traditional Zulu village on the banks of the Albert Falls Dam 
outside Pietermaritzburg. Here the children slept in grass beehive shaped huts 
and lived as Zulus for three days. 

Spear throwing, stick fighting, dunging the floor, competing in a Zulu dance 
competition, face painting, walking and learning about the Zulu culture were 
some of the many activities. 

The beaded necklaces and bracelets as well the clay pots are only a small token 
of the treasured memories these children will share as a finale to Grade 3.” 

 

 

 


