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24 July 2020 

Dear Parents / Guardians 

“Take care of your thoughts when you are alone, and take care of your words when you are with 

people.  

 

Zig Ziglar 
 

I thought the words by Zig Ziglar appropriate as it encapsulated what so many of us are going through or are often 

faced with, whilst Covid-19 has not helped either. The power of the tongue and our words as well as our private 

thinking cannot be over-estimated or conversely, downplayed. Teaching our children the power of appropriate 

communication and being able to express one’s thoughts is a more than vital life-skill. 

You would have all received the letter from me last night that independent schools remain open, despite the 

government’s decision to temporarily close the public/government schools for the next 4 weeks. I am grateful for 

this “freedom” as an independent school to be able to do so.  However, it reminds me that more than ever we as a 

school (and individuals) need to remain serious about maintaining good protocols and reinforcing self-discipline.  

In a recent conversation with Sister Rose, I was also reminded that we all work with people who clean and cook for 

us whose children cannot go to school, despite the fact that they want to do so. Now is the time to be kind, humble 

and “take care of our words”.  

It is always good to be able to praise someone when praise is due and I believe this to be true for Mrs Santanna 

Kalika, our Catering Manager, and her team of ladies. Capitol Caterers HQ recently conducted a Covid-19 compliancy 

inspection of Santanna and her team in the kitchen. This was done by their National Health and Safety Officer. I want 

to thank Santanna and the Managers of the respective areas of Clifton - Monique, Lizzie, Mavis and Prisca sincerely 

for their commitment in ensuring our health and safety is maintained ...THANK YOU!  

This is a small portion of the health Inspector's report which was hugely positive and complimentary: 

  

"Santanna had ensured she had gone the extra mile…  

Her dining room is really well marked and thought out, there are even spray painted stars on the tables where each 

child should sit. I was comprehensively screened and sanitised upon arrival. Staff and children sanitise their shoes 

when entering the dining room area. Children have been spread over 3 lunch sessions and they are only feeding 

boarders currently." 
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The collage of photographs of images created by our boarder children this past weekend speaks volumes for me. In 

acknowledgment of Mandela Day, 18 July, the children were tasked to create images from nature to depict what Mr 

Nelson Mandela meant to them. The images created and thoughts behind each one, are poignant – lessons learnt by 

our children in a meaningful and creative way. (See page 4 of this letter.) 

 

Mrs Badenhorst apologises to Chloe Boyd in Grade 6, who was previously left off the 'Stars of Lockdown' list. Well 

done Chloe for completing all your online activities in Term 2! 

 

We are excited to inform you that Megan Osler and members of the Learning Support Team will be hosting a 

webinar on “Parenting through Covid”. This will be held on Thursday 30 July from 19:30-20:30 and will be recorded 

for those unable to make the live discussion session. The webinar will focus on “tips and hints” for parents as they 

navigate their roles in these uncertain times. If you are interested to be a part of this, kindly confirm your attendance 

with Cheryl on email address: reception@cliftonprep.org.za by mid-day Wednesday 29 July. There is no cost to this 

webinar and Mr Sipho Mkhonza will email you the appropriate invitation / link thereafter for you to participate. I 

thank Megan and her team for this initiative. 

 

For many of us, “time” has played a significant factor during this period of the Covid-19 pandemic, whether it be 

having time to enjoy one’s family, time to think… I know that we have all been swamped with reading these past few 

months (information over-load), but the following article resonated with me – the power of the ordinary moment. 

Entitled, ”there is no such thing as quality time”, it is worth a read indeed. The link is 

https://forge.medium.com/theres-no-such-thing-as-quality-time-58db618c099d 

 

I wish you all a good weekend! 

Kind regards 

  

   
 d.jj 

 

VIKTOR KURZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Capturing a Clifton moment” 
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“Mandela brought freedom to ALL in South Africa…” 

“At Clifton we can all be friends… we are all equal.” 

 

 

 

 

“Smiley Faces with 

scars, but healing 

always possible.” 

 

“Mandela, our Freedom 

Warrior, always 

peaceful but never the 

less, still a warrior for 

our country.” 

Note: the little stones 

representing the buttons 

on the shirts Mandela 

always wore… 

 

“The Clifton Badge” – 

If it wasn’t for 

Mandela I wouldn’t 

have been able to 

come to Clifton…” 

“Our Sunshine Nation” 


