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Dear Parents 

“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.” 

Albert Einstein 

 
The past few days, animals and nature have been uppermost in my mind. Although the words attributed to 

Einstein concerning nature have been quoted by me before, they certainly resonate.  

I am sure you would have heard that we had an unfortunate incident between Stanley, my daschund and our 

much –loved school peacock, Kevin. I am relieved to report that Kevin is recovering well and apparently even 

made the pages of social media! Our thanks to Di Foden for her expertise and support. - We have in the past few 

days also had two snakes discovered in gardens and other areas of our School. Staff have reacted swiftly with 

care, whilst the snakes were placed in the much-viewed snake-pit for all to see and later to be released 

appropriately into the surrounding forests. Never a dull day at Clifton! - These all serve as a reminder, of the 

power of nature… both restorative and healing. Albert Einstein’s words ring true.  

Sport too, has dominated many of our activities this past week: our boys’ and girls’ swimming teams competing 

with much success in the Inter Schools’ Galas. Our boys came 4th in the A Group Gala and our girls 2nd in the B 

Group Gala, the latter just missing out on 1st place by a small margin. The Boys u12 and U13 relay teams were 

also awarded third place at the A Gala, a significant achievement. - Commitment, determination and talent have 

gone a long way in achieving these results. I am proud of them and their coaches.  

All of our cricket teams have been in action too, although hesitant to single out teams, I do need to reflect on 

the success of our 1st XI Boys’ Cricket team who participated in the recent Independent Schools’ Cricket Festival, 

hosted by Whitestone Primary School in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Winning all 5 matches, playing superb cricket and 

being the excellent ambassadors that we would want them to be, both on and off the field, I am proud of the 

team and their coaches. Many thanks to Mr Sean Veenstra and Mr Erik de Villiers for accompanying the boys 

and taking care of them, whilst the parent support was greatly appreciated too. 

In addition, we hosted the Pridwin u11 Cricket Team here at Clifton last weekend and although the weather was 

against us, the boys were able to engage in numerous indoor cricket activities and still have lots of fun. – We are 
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grateful for our Indoor Centre which affords these options and sincere thanks to Mrs Cyndi Jonker for her 

involvement and hosting of this tour. 

Our girls’ tennis teams have shown wonderful commitment and tenacity too this term and the weekly league 

results reflect this. There is much talent in all of our teams…it is about nurturing and growing it. 

 

I thank you in advance, for your help with 

the Joberg2C cycle race. The board 

requesting volunteers has been placed in the 

JP car-park and I encourage you to volunteer 

your help…no matter how big or small a role 

it may be. It is an opportunity to meet the 

broader Clifton family, work for a good 

cause…and have fun! 

#WeNeedYou 

 

A reminder of the visit by Mrs Christy Herselman on Thursday 12 March, concerning the impact of digital media 

on our children. She will be involved with separate age-appropriate presentations for our Junior Primary (Grade 

1 -3) and Senior Primary (Grade 4 – 7) children during the school day. I strongly encourage you to attend the 

parent presentation by her that afternoon. To think that one’s child is too young and thus immune to the 

dangers of digital media is fallacious – one needs to hear the harsh realities as well as learn how to effectively 

educate our children. It is team work – ALL of us working together. Please see the flyer advertising the meeting: 

5:15 pm in the Chapel, with refreshments served from 4:45pm. 

It remains our intention to streamline and channel communication as effectively as possible. Please could I 

request, as per earlier letters and reminders, that appropriate channels and forums are used to communicate 

with whomever associated with Clifton. All of these are reflected in the Parent Handbook / Guideline which was 

distributed to everyone at the beginning of the year.  

The following short article by Elizabeth Saunders is one which we all (ironically) need to read. Entitled, “working 

parents, give yourself permission to recharge”, the final sentence in her article sums up the crux of her 

sentiments: “Give yourself permission to take care of yourself, so you can better take care of your kids”. The link is: 

https://hbr.org/2020/02/working-parents-give-yourself-permission-to-recharge 

I wish you all a good weekend! 

Kind regards 

       

 d.jj 

VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 

https://hbr.org/2020/02/working-parents-give-yourself-permission-to-recharge
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News from the Arts Department: 

Dr Faye Spencer writes: 

Our Junior Primary children have been working very hard in Art this term! Grade 1s will soon be busy with 
imaginative drawing tasks inspired by Maurice Sendak’s incredible book “Where the Wild things Are”. To 
prepare for this task which involves both observational and imaginative drawing the children have been 
creating their own magical monsters, as well as conducting observational drawing through self-portraits such as 
these lovely works pictured below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Grade 2 children have been learning about birds with their class teachers and we have continued with this 
theme in Art. Recently we worked outdoors on large scale pictures of magical birds inspired by our scrutiny of 
many varieties of birds. We began the term by making pencil studies of different kinds of birds such as Hoopoes, 
Crested Cranes, Guinea fowls, Owls and Hornbills. These tiny studies are complete and will be turned into gift 
cards. Some of the small studies as well as our larger drawings will be kept aside for the annual showcase JP 
exhibition in the third term. 
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Grade 3s were recently busy with 
creating lively paper dragon puppets 
to complement their learning about 
China with their class teachers. In the 
coming weeks the Grade 3s will be 
learning more about complimentary 
colour and inventing their own 
incredible dragon complete with 
customized habitat. I look forward to 
sharing these when complete as the 
works in progress already look so 
impressive! 

 

 

News from the Drama Department: “Stars of the Week”: 

Mrs Nicolene Badenhorst writes: 

Grade 3: 

 Matthew Morkel for ALWAYS being the most enthusiastic about ANY activity in Drama. 

 Sophie Lepart is a star for using a hilarious voice for her character during their mini performance. 
 
Grade 4: 

 Caleb Stokes is a star this week for finding a very unique and interesting way to open an imaginary door 
in their Commedia skit (by summersaulting!). 

 Campbell Cass, Saiyuri-Maya Chhoteylal, Bella Snyman and Nicholas Smallbones are all stars this week. 
They bounced back and worked as a team, after group conflict made them fall behind the rest of the 
class last week.  

 
Grade 5: 

 While doing group work on the hall floor, Daniel Morkel was a star for telling his group where the 
‘backstage area’ should be.  

 Beatrice Ebersöhn for asking me weeks in advance if she could borrow items from the wardrobe, which 
is polite and very organised of her. 

 
Grade 6:  

 Tamlyn Galliers for her generous donation to the Drama wardrobe. 

 Okwakho Mzileni for remembering a dance move that neither I, or the rest of the Grade 6 boys could 
remember in our choreography for “I ain’t scared of nothing”. 

 Leila Fleming, Rebecca Hoatson and Tamlyn Galliers for volunteering to be tornado dancers for their 
upcoming production, “Dorothy in Wonderland”. 
 

Grade 7: 

 Amy Macaskill for donating some vital material for Scarecrow’s costume. 

 Luka Vagic for stepping in for the Tin Man (who was away on a Cricket tour) and delivering his lines with 
character (even though it was his first reading of the part). 
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Reminders of:  

1. Tomorrow’s Shavathon: 

  

 

2. Christy Herselman’s presentation next week: 
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Sports Results & News: 

Cricket vs Howick – 26 February 

Clifton 4th vs Howick 4th – Clifton lost by 7 wickets 
Clifton 68/10  
Howick 72/3 

Clifton U11A vs Howick U11A – Clifton lost by 6 wickets 
Clifton 70/8 
Howick 71/4 

Clifton U9A vs Howick U9A – Clifton won by 98 runs 
Clifton 193 – Guy Fyvie 51 (14), Mark Macaskill 28 (8) Cameron Cahill 21 (9), William Watt-
Pringle 20 (5) 
Howick 95 – Guy Fyvie 4 for 11 off 4,   

Swimming Inter Prep B Gala – 27 February  

1st St Johns 249 points 
2nd Epworth A 242 points 
3rd Cowan House Girls 222 points 
4th Cowan House Boys 168 points 
5th Wembley 167 points 
6th New Hanover 158 points 
7th Clifton Boys 154 points 
8th Clifton Girls 153 points 
9th Lynford 140 points 
10th Epworth B 55 points  

Cricket vs Howick 29 February 

Clifton 2nd vs Howick 2nd – Clifton won by 8 wickets 
Howick 113/10 – Thomas Spencer 3 for 5 off 4, Harry Latter 2 for 13 off 5, Michael Pitt 2 for 20 
off 6 
Clifton 114/2 – Tim Edkins 50* (80), Blake Noble-Sheehan 20 (37) 

Clifton U10/11 vs SCC – Clifton lost by 8 wickets 
Clifton 61/3 
SCC 62/2 – G Erasmus 1 for 5 off 3 

Clifton U10A vs SCC – Clifton won by 8 wickets 
Clifton 39/10 
SCC 40/2  

Clifton U9A vs SCC – Clifton won by 5 wickets 
SCC 132/4 – N Davies 2 for 13 0ff 4 
Clifton 135/6 – J Witherspoon 27* (18), G Fyvie 16* (6) 

Clifton U9 B vs SCC – Clifton lost by 85 runs 
SCC 128/2 
Clifton 43/8 

Girls Tennis 2 March 

Clifton 3rd vs Laddsorth – Clifton won 18 - 10 
Clifton U11B vs Epworth – Clifton drew 14 - 14 

Boys Squad Inter Schools A Gala 3 March  

1st Merchiston / Cordwalles 179 points 
3rd Laddsworth 121 points 
4th Clifton 111 points 
5th Merchiston B 110 points 
6th Howick 101 points 
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Karate Results: 
 
On Saturday 9 March, Nathan McKay, Nivan 
Royappen and Kivar Royappen represented 
Midlands JKA karate club at the KZN JKA 
(Japanese Karate Association) championships.  
 
The three boys did very well. Nathan received 
a bronze medal for kata and Nivan a bronze 
medal for kumite. 
 
Congratulations boys! 
 

7th St Charles 90 points 
8th Cordwalles B 68 points 

Girls Squad Inter Schools B Gala 4 March 

1st TWC B 152 points 
2nd Clifton A 142 points 
3rd Pelham A 129 points 
4th New Hanover A 105 points 
5th St Johns B 85 points 
6th Wembley A 74 points 
7th Scottsville A 62 points 

ISCF Cricket tour Whitestone 26 February – 1 March 

Clifton 1st vs Petra 1st – Clifton Won by 8 wickets 
Petra 69 all out – Josh Strudwick 3 for 9 off 2.2, Lerotholi Seeiso 2 for 6 off 2 
Clifton 72/2 – William Ridl 22* (12) 

 

Clifton 1st vs Lilfordia 1st – Clifton got a winning draw 
1st innings – Clifton 271/10 –  Nicholas Baker 51 (68), Andrew Beckermann 37 (46), Oliver Davis 
34 (54), Gregor von Mayer 29 (39), Michael Blignaut 28 (28), William Ridl 28 (33) 
1st Innings – Lilfordia 106 all out – Michael Blignaut 4 for 12 off 7.4, Noah Bates 2 for 9 off 4, 
Kian Blignaut 2 for 14 off 6 
2nd Innings Clifton – 17/1 declared 
2nd Innings Lilfordia – 48/3 

 

Clifton 1st vs Musakili 1st – Clifton won by 221 runs 
Clifton 383/7 – Gregor von Mayer 117 (122), William Ridl 62 (55), Kian Blignaut 52 (34), 
Graydon Leslie 22 (29) 
Musakili 162/8 – Kian Blignaut 3 for 21 off 10 

 

Clifton 1st vs St Johns 1st – Clifton won by 3 wickets 
St Johns 144/8 – Kian Blignaut 4 for 13 off 6, Andrew Beckermann 3 for 26 off 5 
Clifton 146/7 – Michael Blignaut 23 (31), William Ridl 22 (18), Josh Strudwick 20 (23) 

 

Clifton 1st vs Ruzawi 1st – Clifton won by 7 wickets 
Ruzawi 60 all out – Kian Blignaut 2 for 4 off 2, Andrew Beckermann 2 for 8 off 5, Oliver Davis 2 
for 8 off 3, William Ridl 2 for 16 off 3 
Clifton 64/3 – Nicholas Baker 40 (27)   
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2020 ISCF Whitestone Zimbabwe 
Mr Sean Veenstra writes: 
 
The Clifton 1st team cricket left school on Tuesday 25 February for their annual Independent Schools’ Cricket 
Festival. This year the festival was hosted by Whitestone in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. We landed at 12h05 on the 
Wednesday and made our way straight to Petra for a warm up game. On the Thursday we were treated to a 
“day off” and taken to the Matopos Hills by Black Rhino Safaris where the boys tracked and saw white rhino on 
foot in the wild, what an experience! We also had a bit of Zimbabwean history seeing Sir Cecil John Rhodes’ 
grave site and impressive rock art. All in all, a good day “off the field”. 
The festival then got into full swing on Friday 28 February and ran through to Sunday 1 March. We played 5 
games in total and these included Lilfordia, Musakili, St John’s and Ruzawi.  
 
We would like to thank everybody who made this tour possible! 

Some of the boys’ responses to, “What was the best part of the cricket tour?” 

 

 

 

 Beating everyone! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 Making new friends… 

 

 Seeing old friends… 

 

 Just being with my friends… 

 

 Playing Black Jack on the 
plane… 
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 Watching Gregor make his century… 
 

 Taking 5 wickets in one game! 
 

 Making 50 off 33 balls… 
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Cricket, Cricket and more… Cricket! 

 

With some time out in the Matopas… 

 Thanks to our parents for their support! 


