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18 March 2020
Dear Parents / Guardians,
Much has happened since I sat down and began writing this newsletter on 12 March. In many ways, it feels as if
we woke up one morning a few days ago… and are now living in a different world. Many would say a much
scarier one.
With the arrival of the coronavirus in South Africa, the sending out of this letter became less of a priority as
other vital bits of information needed to be shared and communicated. Although adapted, from my original
newsletter last week, herewith the last of the newsletters from the 1st Quarter.
Social media and other platforms are being scrutinized and watched intensely… yet life must and does go on. In
the wake of the international pandemic, Canadians have coined a new phrase overnight called “caremongering”
…as opposed to “scaremongering”. The idea was birthed by a group of people who decided that they “wanted
to switch that (scaremongering) around and get people to connect on a positive level, to connect with each
other…with kindness”. At the heart of this phenomenon, on social media, is the idea to spread kindness. Good
news in a world of fear and uncertainty.
The link to the short article is https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-51915723
One of our parents was commenting to me the other day how he / she believed our children are living in a state
of anxiety. Whether it be about the issue of sustainability, climate change, security, the coronavirus… the list is
endless. Everyone’s realities are different, and yet, also the same in many respects. In our Senior Primary
Assembly last Monday, I spoke about the idea of “unity is strength”, illustrating it with a short, “humorous”
cartoon clip. Equipping our children with emotional quotient (EQ) skills is vital in a confusing world.
Interestingly enough, on chatting to Christy Herselman, who addressed our parents recently about the
responsible use of digital media by our children… she referred to a third and newly identified quotient – Love
Quotient. The first two being: Intelligence Quotient (IQ), Emotional Quotient (EQ) and now, Love Quotient.
Watch this space…
These past two weeks has also seen our staff, children and parents engaging with numerous speakers/and or
presentations.


Mr Pieter Barnard worked extensively for three days with our staff in a follow-up series of
workshops/presentations once more facilitating the powerful “Strengths Finder” course, after having
spent a week with us in 2018. Hugely powerful, it reinforced the need (and helped us) to understand
ourselves and each other in our respective teams. A significant few days.
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Mrs Christy Herselman’s presentation to our parents was exceptionally well received by everyone.
Focussing on equipping our children with the necessary skills to be responsible digital users, her talk was
“hard hitting”, practical and grounded in reality.
Please note that we videoed her presentation. Should you wish to view it, please contact Mr Sipho
Mkhonza (sipho.mkhonza@cliftonprep.org.za) or Mr Lee Stopford (lee.stopford@cliftonprep.org.za)
Visiting her website and blog posts (The chat) are well worth the visit too.
There has been a request that she returns to present a talk to parents about starting / continuing
conversations with your child/ren about sex education. Dates and times are to be confirmed. With
coronavirus a “moving target”, all dates and planned events are subject to change.

With the end of term plans having had to change at the last minute, our final assembly did not take place. I take
this opportunity to wish Ms Cathryn Calitz every success as she leaves Clifton Notties. As mentioned previously,
she will take up a teaching post at Maritzburg Girls’ High, where she will be closer to her “husband-to-be” /
fiancee. I thank her for her passion and expertise in the relatively short period of time she has been at Clifton.
She will be missed. Fortunately, she will join us for the Easter Service next Quarter. At this service, I will
publically acknowledge her and bid her an appropriate farewell from us all.
As per my letter dated 16 March, I will communicate with you by 8 April any information about the status of the
opening of Clifton Notties for the Second Quarter. More will be known by then.
I wish you a blessed and safe time with your respective families. My prayer and wish is that we stay connected
on every level, and that the Easter period brings about a renewed time of necessary reflection. Out of the
proverbial “bad” comes the “good”.
Kind regards,

d.jj

VIKTOR KURZ
HEADMASTER
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Grade 1: Trip to El Olam
Mrs Jo Fly writes:
On Thursday 5th March the Grade 1 children set off on
the first of their many Clifton trips. The destination was
Camp El Olam on a Sugar Cane farm in Eston and the
excitement was tangible! There was lots of singing in the
bus and great excitement when we passed Tala Game
Reserve, where the children managed to spot a few wild
animals! The trip went smoothly and before too long we
were there and bags were dropped off in the dorms. The
children were thrilled to head off to the dam to cool off,
as well as do a study on the various water creatures
found in the shallows. After refuelling with lunch, the
children were placed into teams where they moved
around participating in a variety of challenges, including
shooting a stuffed bush pig with a bow and arrow!

Singing songs around the bonfire and listening to special stories, was the perfect end to an action packed day.
Sleep came easily to these weary bodies and before we knew it, it was time to look for missing shoes, muddy
towels and head back home.

We couldn’t be prouder of
the bravery, good manners
and resilience shown by
your children. What a
wonderful first experience
away from home with
their special friends.
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Grade 4 News:
Mrs Nikki Stokes writes:
One of the best parts about learning about farming is that we are surrounded by farms and kind families who
are happy to have us visit.
This week we were able to visit New Holland and see the tractors as well as learn about how they are serviced
and how they work. Climbing on them was a real treat and we had such fun.
At Fordoun, we learnt about mobile chicken farming and helped out by doing the daily egg collection for the
farmer. We also saw the vegetable farming where seeds are harvested and veggies and herbs are grown. A quick
plant identification lesson and a taste test rounded off a lovely visit.
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News from the Drama Department:
Stars of the week:
Ms Nicolene Badenhorst writes:
Grade 3:
 Lonwabo Skenyana for keeping his ‘sharing-time’ story short and sweet.
 Ryan Turner for using sound effects in his group’s skit.
Grade 4:
 Noella Edkins and Jack Waldburger for taking on a directorial role (in their own quiet way, without
screaming and ordering their friends around) during their group work.
 Luthando Ngidi for offering help to Saiyuri-Maya, who was carrying a heavy chair.
Grade 5:
 Gemma Ridl, Eshile Ngubane and Mulalo Ndanganeni for their INCREDIBLE over-the-top acting and
characterisation in preparation for their Melodrama performance.
Grade 6:
 All Grade 6s are stars as they all worked exceptionally hard on their choreographies this week.
Grade 7:
 Amy Macaskill for being on que in every rehearsal so far.
 Alice Eustace, Harry Latter, and Kerrin Wynne for knowing all their words in the scenes we ran.
 Willow & Hunter Compton for practicing (and perfecting) their scene outside of rehearsal time.
 Oliver Davis for stepping in as backstage help when our backstage manager could not make rehearsal.

A note on Grade 6 & 7s: These grades have worked incredibly hard to pull the play together as one BIG team.
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Miss Cathryn Calitz writes about the SP Play:
The thing that many children have not only been looking forward to all term, but also working so hard for, was
their play! It was surreal coming to school on Monday and realizing that not only was it my official last day at
Clifton, but also that the Grade 6 & 7 play would not happen as planned this week. As the week has progressed I
have been able to reflect and been reminded of this quote: “The process is more important than the product”.
Perhaps a very difficult quote to accept at this time, but something that still resonates with me. The children have
learnt so much in the play in so many different ways. It has been wonderful to see them grow in confidence and
responsibility.
The Grade 6s have done a phenomenal job learning their songs and choreography. If any Grade 6 parent asks their
child to sing and dance their play songs, I am sure each child will be able to seamlessly and enthusiastically do so.
Last week we were able to see all the children in their costumes, the excitement was exploding out of the hall.
The props were in place and the hall was turning into Wonderland. I commend the Grade 7s on learning their
words, delivering them with confidence, taking their roles maturely and confidently. I am extremely proud of the
Clifton Band. They have spent the whole term working on music for the play. Their playing has improved
throughout the term and at our last rehearsal they played their songs beautifully. I thank each child involved for
their energy and excitement throughout the process.
Thank you to our IT department, Mr Sipho Mkhonza and Mr Lee Stopford. They set up the sound and lights
smoothly and were accommodating through the disruptions of load shedding. Thank you for being so easy to work
with. Thank you to Mr James Henderson for being the extra hand in the process and guiding the children.
My biggest thank you must go to Mrs Nicolene Badenhorst – an inspiring, passionate and knowledgeable
teacher. She puts the needs of the children first and is able to bring out the best in each child. Putting more than
100 children on the stage for a production is no small task and she has worked endlessly throughout the
process. The children are so lucky to have such an awesome drama teacher.
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Sports Results:
Cricket vs Laddsworth – 4 March
Clifton 2nd vs Laddsworth 2nd – Clifton won by 102 runs
Clifton 146 all out – Troy Rautenbach 46 (21), Joshua George 30 (22)
Laddsworth 44 all out – Michael Pitt 2 for 9 off 3, Michael Silk 2 for 9 off 2
Cricket vs Cordwalles – 6 March
Clifton U9B vs Cordwalles – Clifton lost by 9 wickets
Clifton 97/4
Cordwalles 99/1
Clifton U9A vs Cordwalles U9A – Clifton won by 87 runs
Clifton 140 – Nicholas Davies 27 (29)
Cordwalles 53 all out – Joshua Gruijters 2 for 1 off 1, Guy Fyvie 2 for 3 off 2, Ethan Blignaut 2
for 5 off 4, William Watt-Pringle 2 for 27 off 4
U10/11B vs Cordwalles U11C – Clifton lost by 8 wickets
Clifton 60 all out
Cordwalles 61/2
Clifton 3rd vs Cordwalles 5th – Clifton won by 75 runs
Clifton 149/5 – Blake Noble-Sheehan 67, Thomas Borgen 23
Cordwalles 74 all out – Christian Macpherson 3 for 8, Harry Witherspoon 2 for 6, Ruan
Ramnath 2 for 15
Clifton 4th vs Cordwalles 7th – Clifton lost by 3 wickets
Cordwalles 99/7 – Louis Ayo 3 for 14 off 2, Lesego Bekezulu 3 for 19 off 2
Clifton 35 all out
Clifton 5th vs Cordwalles 8th – Clifton lost by 18 runs
Cordwalles 113/1
Clifton 95/7 – Josh van Duren
Cricket vs St Martins – 6 March
Clifton 2nd vs St Martins 1st – Clifton won by 99 runs
Clifton 121/7 – Harry Latter 25 (35), Tim Edkins 23 (30)
St Martins 22 all out – Troy Rautenbach 5 for 0 off 2 (Hattrick), Michael Pitt 2 for 5 off 2,
Joshua Strudwick 2 for 6 off 2
Cricket vs Cordwalles – 7 March
Clifton U10A vs Cordwalles U10B – Clifton won by 9 wickets
Cordwalles 28 all out – Nicholas Smallbones 4 for 9 off 3, Graham Higginson 3 for 9 off 3
Clifton 28/1
Clifton U11A vs Cordwalles U11B – Clifton lost by 9 runs
Cordwalles 165 all out – Oliver Watt-Pringle 4 for 28 off 6
Clifton 156 all out – Mitchell Muirhead 42 (29), Njabulo Sigasa 42 (22)
Clifton 2nd vs Cordwalles 3rd – Clifton lost by 2 wickets
Clifton 89 all out – Tim Edkins 20 (15)
Cordwalles 90/8 – Michael Pitt 3 for 31 off 7, Tristan Barker 2 for 8 off 3.2
Clifton 1st vs Cordwalles 1st – Clifton lost by 26 runs
Cordwalles 198/9 – Michael Blignaut 3 for 37 off 10, Kian Blignaut 2 for 26 off 10
Clifton 172 all out – Kian Blignaut 45 (59), Oliver Davis 26 (68)
Girls Tennis vs St Johns – 9 March
Clifton U11A vs St Johns U11A – Clifton drew 14 – 14
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News from the Riding School:
Mrs Lauren Menton writes:
On Sunday, 8th March the riding school hosted a recreational showing show.
It was a very well supported and successful day. We would like to send out a big “thank you” to the riding school
parents for their ongoing support of the riding school.
The Results were as follows:
Class 1: Inhand general breed 14.2hh and below:
1st
Ester van Eeden
Lila
2nd
Katie Morris
Munchie
3rd
Yada Liebenberg
Clifton’s Magic
th
4
Siri Borgen
Lilly
5th
Bella Scheepers
Clifton’s Stardust
th
6
Hope Spencer
Clifton’s Tinkerbell
Class 2: Inhand General breed 14.3hh and above
1st
Jude Mecklenborg
CHCU Poppet
2nd
Jennalize Watt Pringle Crickey o Riley
3rd
Kerrin Wynne
Socks
rd
3
Grace Ratsey
Whiplash
Class 3: Inhand Grooms class
1st
Mdu Radebe
2nd
BK Ziqbu
3rd
Patrick Magoza

-

Crickey o Riley
Amazing Grace
Lila

Class 4: Inhand Utility 10 years and below
1st
Sophie Lepart
Pixie
2nd
Claire Beckermann
Spirit
3rd
Nathan McKay
Clifton’s Princess
th
4
Addison Couzens
Clifton’s Magic
Class 5: Inhand Utility 11 years and above
1st Katie Morris
- Munchie
2nd Hope Spencer
- Clifton’s Stardust
3rd Olivia Kinvig
- Clifton’s Tinkerbell
th
4 Matthew Bradley
- Falcon
5th Tasmin van der Walt - Socks
Class 7: Fancy dress beginners
1st Sophie Lepart
- Pixie
nd
2 Claire Beckermann
- Spirit
3rd Matthew Bradley
- Whiplash
4th Beatrice Ebersohn
- Clifton’s Texas
th
5 Nathan McKay
- Falcon
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Class 10: Farm Pony Beginners pool 1
1st
Jen Skead
2nd
Mark Macaskill
rd
3
Addison Couzens
4th
Olivia Skead
th
5
Bhukosi Khuluse
6th
Busa Khuluse
-

Clifton’s Texas
Clifton’s Hazelnut
Clifton’s Magic
Whiplash
Clifton’s Flicka
Clifton’s Stardust

Class 10: Farm Pony Beginners pool 2
1st
Siri Borgen
2nd
Olivia Kinvig
rd
3
Beatrice Ebersohn
4th
Tasmin vd Walt
5th
Cebo Khuluse
th
6
Yada Liebenberg
7th
Bella Scheepers
-

Falcon
Clifton’s Tinkerbell
Clifton’s Hazelnut
Socks
Clifton’s Princess
Clifton’s Magic
Clifton’s Stardust

Class 10: Farm Beginners pool 3
1st
Claire Beckermann
nd
2
Katie Morris
3rd
Hope Spencer
4th
Ester van Eeden
-

Spirit
Munchie
Clifton’s Texas
Lila

Class 11: Farm Pony Novice
1st Olivia Kinvig
1st Jude Mecklenborg
2nd Jennalize W Pringle
3rd Kerrin Wynne
3rd Sophie Lepart
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- Stripey
- Socks
- Falcon
- Clifton’s Texas
- Pixie

Shavathon:

Mrs Nikki Stokes writes:
A picture speaks a thousand words and when it comes to the CANSA Shavathon this could not be more true.
Thank you to all who got involved on the day and for the donations for CANSA foundations. Clifton Notties once
again showed that they have big, kind hearts. We raised a total of R7 043.50!
The highlight of this year's event has to be Ms Bardenhorst who shaved her hair for a good cause. You are
amazing Ms B!!!
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