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Dear Parents 

“You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.” 

Abraham Lincoln 

This year we have very intentionally embarked on two aspects which we hold dear at Clifton Notties: 
Environmental Sustainability and Social Responsibility. For both of these, we have an obligation and 
responsibility to have a plan and vision for the future. You would certainly have seen our social responsibility 
projects reflected in my weekly newsletters before, as well as on Facebook. Our close relationship with 
“Partners for Possibility” in designing curriculum material and resources for teachers with the 8 partner-schools 
is proving so rewarding on numerous levels. In the upcoming weeks, I will be communicating with you exciting 
ideas and initiatives as we embark on our own Sustainability Programme. I am very grateful to Mr Gavin 
Erasmus, a parent, who has been so willing to share his expertise with us on this topic, his enthusiasm on this 
subject is contagious. 

Thank you to you all for so generously responding in purchasing Easter eggs which were donated to our partner 
schools - all in the spirit of National Random Acts of Kindness Day. Both children and teachers at these schools 
benefitted from your kindness and the impact on our own children (in giving) has been significant too.  
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I am delighted to announce that Mr Owen Chimuka has been appointed as our Senior Primary Music teacher. 
Currently Head of Music at Ruzawi Primary School, Zimbabwe, Owen is an accomplished musician as well as an 
experienced and passionate teacher. With his wife and two children, he will bring an exciting flavour to our 
Expressive Arts Department…and Clifton Notties. 

The days leading up to and immediately after the mid-term break have been “excitingly busy”! - On the Sports 
front, we have had two successful swimming galas, Inter House and our own Inter Schools gala. A number of our 
teachers have been away at rugby and swimming coaching sessions for coaches, whilst twelve members of staff 
will be attending a level 1 hockey coaching clinic to be hosted at Clifton next weekend.  - On the Academic front, 
teachers have attended a workshop on a reading programme, “Time to Read” and there are upcoming Number 
Sense (Mathematics) workshops, for staff development. – We have also had our own internal strategic planning 
Boarding workshops, following the boys’ boarding house renovations nearing completion, which have been so 
exciting. - This is certainly a “happening place”! 

On a very serious note… An urgent plea, to all parents who have children highly allergic to bees and use epipens: 
Please ensure that expired pens are replaced.  Our staff are concerned by the number of these that could be 
ineffective. 

The following article by Terry Heick is an interesting one. Entitled, “How 21st century thinking is just different” it 
makes for interesting and insightful reading. The link is: 
https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/how-21st-century-thinking-is-different/ 

 

I wish you all a lovely weekend! 

Kind regards     
  

 d.jj 

 
 
 
VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 
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Sports Results: 

   

Swimming Inter-House Gala – 12 February 

Barbarians – 360 

Trojans – 298 

Crusaders - 258 

Swimming Mixed Squad – 18 February 

Clifton Mixed – 94  

Eston – 86 

Gert Maritz – 53 

Deccan Road – 44 

Northern Park – 39  

Swimming Boys and Girls Squad – 18 February 

Winterton A – 141  

Cowan House Girls – 125 

Clifton Boys – 122 

Clifton Girls – 88  

Cowan House Boys – 88 

Clarendon – 79  

Howick Boys – 78 

Howick Girls – 73 
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News from the Music Department: 

Miss Cathryn Calitz writes: 

Every term the Grade 3s are given an opportunity to learn 
multiple musical instruments during the year. By the end 
of the year, each Grade 3 would have tried guitar, violin, 
recorder and clarinet.  

 

Guy Fyvie and Mark Macaskill having fun learning how to 
blow the clarinet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Responsibility: 

Our Grade 3 children thoroughly enjoyed delivering many of 
the Easter Eggs collected and interacting with the children at 
two local schools, Shea O’Connor and Nottingham Road 
Primary. 
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