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Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

And so the end of the 2nd term is upon us and in a few minutes time, the campus will fall silent again as the 

holidays commence. It has been a short and very “sharp” term, but it has been a successful one. Navigating out-

of-synch calendars of State and Independent Schools has had its challenges, but these have been largely 

resolved with careful planning and communication. 

As stated in previous newsletters, Clifton Notties’ children have been very well represented in the provincial 

hockey (boys and girls), rugby and squash teams.  

Five of our children are recipients of prestigious scholarships for high schools in 2020. In the photo below, they 

are (from left:  Chloe Hatch (Sport Scholarship to Epworth), Max Rautenbach (Clifton Closed Scholarship to 

Michaelhouse), Jenna Viljoen (Open All Rounder Scholarship to 

Uplands College, White River), Ross Moller (Rector’s Exhibition All 

Rounder Scholarship to Michaelhouse) and Jordan Stanistreet 

(Clifton Closed Scholarship to St John’s DSG).    

The preceding weeks have seen the Grade 6 and 7s writing their 

academic Review Programme; a departure from the traditional 

“Control Test” week, this has been an exciting and “new” venture. 

The rigour has remained, but the intention and focus has shifted. 

It is about “assessment for learning” as opposed to “assessment 

of learning”, with the process reinforcing the fact that varying 

assessments are all valid in the process of assessing learning. 

Hopefully the ‘sting” of examinations (and the connotations of 

the word) has been removed too. Feedback from all parties is 

(and will be sought!) 

You will notice a “new look” report for Senior and Junior Primary. 

This has been a work in progress with much consultation.  It is 

about refining and the streamlining the existing one.  
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This week we bade a sad farewell to Mr Tristram Holden, a Gap student from Scotland.  In a short while, he has 

made a significant impact on our School.  He returns to Scotland to continue his studies.  I thank Tristram for his 

significant contribution to Clifton and wish him well for the future.  We hope to see him back at Clifton in the 

future.  

 

{Right: Tristram Holden seen with Mrs 

Heather Kelland and the Grade 0s}   

 

I have received a letter of thanks from the 

Nottingham Road Police Station for the 

generosity shown by our Clifton family. The 

donated food/goodies for their hamper from 

us, acknowledging the numerous awards 

received by them (as reflected in a recent 

newsletter) has been hugely appreciated. 

Thank you for your support in this venture. 

 

{Left : A representative from the Nottingham Road SAPS 

receiving the hamper from the Clifton family} 

I enjoyed reading the following article by Gavin McCormack, 

entitled “Ten questions all parents should ask the Principal 

before enrolling their child”. Although not a definitive list, it 

does talk to the ethos and the heart of a school. It opens up 

important conversations.  

 

The link is https://gavinmccormack.com.au/ten-questions-all-

parents-should-ask-the-principal-before-enrolling-their-child/ 

 

As we leave on our respective holidays, I leave this image for you to ponder on. I thought it appropriate and 

relevant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gavinmccormack.com.au/ten-questions-all-parents-should-ask-the-principal-before-enrolling-their-child/
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I wish you all a special holiday with your family. 

Kind regards 
d.jj 

 
 
VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

The following birthdays were celebrated recently in recent Gr 1 - 7 Assemblies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUCCESS AT THE ROYAL SHOW 

Rebecca {left} and Chloe Hatch seen with the numerous awards they won in the various craft categories at the 
Royal Show in Pietermaritzburg.  Well done girls! 
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GRADE 1 TRIP TO ROSELANDS 

Mrs Jo Fly writes: 

“The Grade 1s left School recently for our second overnight adventure and headed for the Hella Hella hills 

outside Richmond.  There was great excitement as the children found their beds in the converted horse stables 

and met their facilitators from Roselands. A quick bite was had before we set off on a long walk to the dam. A 

stop en-route to have a look at the specialised golden kiwi crop was very interesting. Seeing this very fascinating 

fruit still on its vines was intriguing and the children were allowed to pick and taste. 

Despite the chilly water at the dam, the children were quick into life jackets and onto the boats. Slides into the 

water, as well as jumps for the brave, were the order of the morning and it was wonderful to watch as those 

with less experience were helped and encouraged by their special friends. Many firsts were conquered and a 

well-deserved picnic lunch on the banks of the dam was enjoyed before walking back to the camp.  

Next it was time for the exciting and very muddy, obstacle course.  The children were placed in teams and 

worked together to overcome some treacherous challenges. Showers were indeed the next port of call to wash 

away all the mud and 

sweat, an indication of all 

the fun had!  

Once dressed in their 

snuggly pajamas and well 

fed, the children had fun 

building with blocks in 

front of the fire.  The 

children enjoyed a quick 

night walk through the 

grounds and, before long, 

the many yawns signaled 

that it was most definitely 

time for bed. 

A good night’s sleep was 

had by all and after 

breakfast, the children 

were ready to have a go at milking a cow. Some children even experienced the taste of fresh milk straight from 

the udder!  The children loved looking at the free range pigs and chickens all happily foraging for themselves.  

Next, we went on a walk through the farm, which included a nature study where we looked at various “creepy 

crawlies”. The children were then reminded about the alien species known as ‘bonga bonga’ or bug-weed, 

which is very difficult to eradicate once in an area. The children declared ‘war’ on the bug-weed and managed to 

make a good dent in one of the problem areas. I hope they will continue this war back at Clifton! 
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All too soon it was time to head back to school with our group of tired, happy Grade 1s.  The children must again 

be commended on their behavior whilst away. They truly were wonderful little ambassadors for Clifton and all 

that we stand for.  Well done Grade 1s!” 

 

GRADE 1 TRANSPORT DAY  

Mrs Lisel Silk writes: 

“Last Friday, we had our much anticipated annual Transport Day. The children, with the avid help and advice 

from parents, came adorned with all sorts of vehicles you could only imagine. From garbage trucks to pick up 

litter, to racing cars, boats, hot air balloons, horse and carriages, cupcake vans and the list goes on… a wonderful 

effort was made by all!  

Our day started with a parade around the playground and then school, looking at the various traffic signs 

displayed. The children have learned to sound out words such as STOP and were delighted with themselves as to 

how many new traffic words they were able to read.  

Once the children had parked their cars safely in a suitable parking slot, we were off to the ‘drive in’ where they 

were engrossed by the movie “Around the World in 80 days”. Eyes glued to the screen, with a few belly laughs 

along the way, the children went back in time experiencing the age when various modes of transport were 

invented.  

After popcorn and cupcakes, the children enjoyed some time doing various arts and crafts activities. These 

included making edible racing cars, foam and peg bi-planes and construction cars from recycled items. This was 

a definite hit… 

All-in-all, a successful day learning whilst being allowed to be creative, explore and play.” 
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GRADE 2 TRIP TO SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE  

Mrs Sue Rindfleisch writes: 

“Spirit of Adventure” really lived up to its name!  

On arrival, the children were welcomed by their guides, split into groups 
and directed to their cabins.  Once unpacked, they were briefed on the 
‘magic beans’ and their importance for the next few days.  Who would have 
guessed that so much adventure could be packed into two days!  

The canoe safari, nature walk, beach games, campfire cooking, stalk the 
lantern, abseiling down the Shongweni dam wall (our Clifton Grade 2s are 
the youngest children to do this), zip lining and the ‘Pick a Box’ Show in the 
evening were enjoyed by all.  There was an obstacle course to be 
conquered, an introduction to the snake pit and even a pirate attack on 
Treasure beach.   

True to the spirit of the Clifton child, everyone took part in each activity 
with much enthusiasm and loads of laughter.  The instructors commented 
on how Clifton children looked after and cared for each other. We are so 
proud of our children!” 

 

NEWS FROM THE EXPRESSIVE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Miss Cathryn Calitz writes: 

“The Clifton Band performed beautifully at the Epworth Instrumental Evening which took place last Friday. They 
performed three pieces including “Eye of the Tiger”. The Clifton Band has grown significantly since the beginning 
of the term and any interested new members are encouraged to join. The band was also given the opportunity 
to watch the Epworth Junior Ensemble perform and the KZN Shadow Youth. 

I am so proud of each of the band members. We are excited for the next public performance which will be next 
term where Clifton will host Epworth, Winterton and Music Voyage.” 
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NEWS FROM THE SPORTS’ DESK 
 

Inter-Schools Cross Country at Cordwalles 7 June – Top 10 per age group 

U8 Boys 
J Witherspoon 10th   

U11 Girls 
R Hoatson 5th 

U12 Girls 
A Macaskill 2nd  

Hockey vs TWC 8 June 

Clifton 1st vs TWC 1st – Clifton won 1 - 0 

Clifton 2nd vs TWC 2nd – Clifton drew 0 - 0 

Clifton 3rd vs TWC 3rd – Clifton lost 0 - 2 

Clifton U11A vs TWC U11A – Clifton lost 0 - 1 
Clifton U11B vs TWC U11B – Clifton won 2 - 0 

Clifton U10A vs TWC U10A – Clifton lost 0 - 2 
Clifton U10B vs TWC U10B – Clifton drew 0 - 0 

Clifton U9A vs TWC U9A – Clifton lost 1 - 3 
Clifton U9B vs TWC U9B- Clifton won 4 - 0 

Rugby vs Cordwalles and Winston Park 8 June 

Clifton 1st vs Winston Park 1st – Clifton won 10 - 5 
Clifton 1st vs Cordwalles 1st – Clifton lost 7 - 34 

Clifton 2nd vs Cordwalles 4th – Clifton lost 0 - 21 
Clifton 2nd vs Winston Park 2nd – Clifton lost 0 - 42 

Clifton U11A vs Cordwalles U11A – Clifton lost 0 - 5 
Clifton U11A vs Cordwalles U11B – Clifton won 7 - 5 

Clifton U10A vs Cordwalles U10A – Clifton drew 20 - 20 
Clifton U10A vs Cordwalles U10B – Clifton won 30 - 10 

Clifton U9A vs Cordwalles U9A – Clifton won 20 - 15 
Clifton U9A vs Cordwalles U9B – Clifton won 50 - 10 

Inter-House Mini Soccer 19 June 

Grade 1 
1st – Crusaders 
2nd – Barbarians / Trojans 

Grade 2 
1st – Crusaders 
2nd – Trojans 
3rd – Barbarians  
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SQUASH NEWS 
 

Mrs Liza Borgen writes:  
 
*HOT OFF THE PRESS* 
 
“The squash teams have just completed the Interprovincial squash tournaments in Pretoria and the u 11s played 
in the Angela Difford Festival in George.  

Although not all results are official and final, I would like to share the fact that the KZN u13 A girls’ team, of 
which our 2019 squash captain, Sasha James, is a 
member, won the gold! They beat all the other 
provincial teams and we are very proud of them.  

 

The remaining results will follow next term. 

Here is a photo of the winning team holding the 
trophy.” 
 
 

{Sasha James is seen 3rd from the left} 

 

 

 

Inter-House Mini Hockey 19 June 

Grade 1 and 2 Combined 
1st – Trojans 
2nd – Barbarians 
3rd – Crusaders 

{Left: Our Girls’ 1st XI Hockey team 

after their win against TWC in the 

final match of the season.  

Well done to the girls for an unbeaten 

hockey season … a significant 

achievement!} 
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NEWS FROM THE STABLES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Lauren Menton writes: 
 
“Congratulations to Olivia Johnson who has been selected to represent the KZN Regional 80cm Eventing team. 
Olivia and her pony Miley will be travelling to George to compete in SA Inter Provincial Eventing Championships 
which takes place on the 22nd and 23rd of June. 
 

Jorja and Olivia Kinvig travelled to ‘Galloping Winds’ in Ballito to compete in the SANESA qualifier.  Here are 
their results: 
 
Jorja Kinvig  
1st Performance Riding Class 
1st Working Riding pony 
 
Olivia Kinvig 
2nd Working Riding Pony 
3rd Equitation Class 
3rd Prelim Dressage Test 3 
3rd Prelim Dressage Test 4 
4th 60cm Working Hunter Pony 
5th 60cm Show Jumping Class 
 

  

  

 

 


