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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.” 

Aesop 

 

These short but incisive words by Aesop have been a recurring theme for us as a School this term. I have 

reflected on the importance and value of kindness in our lives in numerous assemblies. How true they are for us 

– whether adult or child.  

With kindness, caring and giving the topic of discussion as mentioned, I have been delighted with the response 

of the number of second-hand books donated by our children for the ‘Partners for Possibility’ initiative for 

Mandela Day…5 apple- boxes full of books will be handed to Mrs Kate Bayne, a committee member for 

‘Partners for Possibility’, at the Monday assembly of 12 August. In addition to our growing social responsibility 

plan at Clifton Notties, I am also grateful to Mr Sipho Mkhonza (Head of IT) who is involved in partnering with 

Michaelhouse in IT outreach work for local schools in the area.. I thank him for his commitment to this 

significant cause. 

As I write this, I cannot believe that we are almost finished with our third week of school of Term 3. At the 

beginning of the term, we welcomed Ms Marné Swart and Ms Grace Buchan-Smith, our two new TUKs students 

who are completing their teaching practice programme at Clifton. They will be with us for this term. We wish 

them a happy stay at Clifton! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left : Grace Buchan-Smith and  

Right : Marné Swart 
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This Term always sees some bigger trips for our Senior Grade children. As reflected later in the newsletter, our 

Grade 7 trip to Botswana is always a life-changing experience…and this one was no different. My thanks to Mr 

Pete Quinn in driving and co-ordinating this trip with passion. The Grade 6 trip to Babanango was (and remains) 

a highlight, although by all accounts, several unwell children added a new dimension to the trip! Obviously a 

foretaste of things to come, as many of our children (and surrounding schools in the Midlands) have been off ill 

this week with severe flu symptoms. I have not escaped the flu either. The “joys” of community living! 

You would have seen excavation work near our Outdoor Adventure course area: pipes are being laid for 

improved drainage on the Forbes’ Field. Often water-logged in the summer months, the new drainage system 

will certainly improve matters significantly.   

Speaking of the Outdoor Adventure area, there have been some wonderful additions to it: swings and like have 

added to this wonderful part of our campus. 

A few traffic matters which need attention:  

1) Please note, the Chapel parking area is reserved for visitors and staff. There have been a few “near 

misses” in accidents as the traffic has picked up in the dropping- off of children. Cars reversing with 

children in the carpark is potentially dangerous. 

2) The “drop- and- go” parking in the JP area is strictly for “drop-and-go” parking.  

3) A reminder that the speed limit around the campus is 20km/h!  
 

I am sure some of you may have read the well-known environmentalist, John Varty’s open letter to Heads of 

Schools. He challenges us about how our education system is changing (with the increased pressures on the 

world) and, questions how we will equip our children /youth who will, by 2050, compete with a global 

population of 10 billion people. He suggests that “human beings for their own survival will return to small 

communities inter- dependent upon each other”. I have just to think of how the “bartering system” is returning 

to society, to realise life and its cycles.  The challenges are for all of us to confront. It is well worth the read. The 

link to the letter is: 

https://twitter.com/JohnVarty/status/1153950570065084418 

All that is left for me to do is to wish you a happy weekend! 

Kind regards 

d.jj  

VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

The following birthdays were celebrated recently in recent Gr 1 - 7 Assemblies. 
 

 

 
 

MOMS WHO PRAY  

When?: Monday at 07h30 

Where?: Girls’ House Common-room 

Who?:  Everyone is welcome! 

Contact person: Mrs Linsey Wynne 

            (Tel: 083 306 9277) 

All are welcome! 

https://twitter.com/JohnVarty/status/1153950570065084418
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Cayden stopping for a 

quick drink! 

GRADE 1 TERM 3 ACTION! 

Mrs Jo Fly writes: 

“The Grade One children have hit the term running, digging, searching…on the lookout for all creatures big and 

small. We spent a chilly Saturday school up in the forest, where we 

were surprised to see quite a few creepy crawlies hiding under logs 

and bushes. Taking small, sweet, sips of water from the ends of 

leaves, looking at the various vegetation and of course tackling a few 

dreaded bugweed and black jack bushes, were all part of a busy 

morning. Hot chocolate and marshmallows were the order of the 

day on our return and a fun time was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

Next on the calendar was our trip to ‘Butterflies 

for Africa‘ where the children were taken on a 

guided tour of the very unique enclosure. 

Butterflies from all over the world, as well as a 

few rescued creatures were seen. The various 

stages of the butterfly life cycle were all on show and  

this was truly an experience of bringing learning to life!  

How privileged are our children to arrive at Clifton every day and continue the outdoor adventure by finding 

various creatures in the vast playground and campus on a day to day basis!” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Heading up Mission hill  

Picnic at the top, near Beacon 

CLIFTON … A beautiful and safe      

place to land! 

What you got there James? 
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GRADE 2 TRIP TO THE KZN MUSEUM IN PIETERMARITZBURG 

Mrs Renee Karssing writes: 

“Our Grade 2s had a lovely day looking at the different birds and mammals on display, which reinforced the 

learning that had taken place in the classroom. Their 

enthusiasm shone through, as did their general 

knowledge.  

The Pietermaritzburg museum is well worth a visit and 

the exhibits are still in an excellent condition.  I did 

forewarn the children that the animals are stuffed, as 

once taking a pre-school group, one little boy asked - 

‘Mrs Karssing, what do they feed them on?!’   

 

After the visit, we had a picnic at Queen Elizabeth Park 

among the beautiful indigenous bush. The children 

were all so well aware of any litter and noticed writing 

on some of the trees. Good for them!” 

 

 

GRADE 3 TRIP TO MHS ORIBI RESERVE 
 

Mrs Laura Fleischack writes: 
 

“After having to postpone our outing to the Michaelhouse Oribi Reserve, due to bad weather, we were blessed 
with sunny warm weather on our trip last Friday.  

The children walked through the beautiful indigenous forest and grasslands with 
an experienced guide, observing the different grasses, trees, birds and wildlife.  

A snack break at the Lapha gave the children time to chat about what they had 
seen along their walk!  

A really enjoyable and fun filled educational excursion.” 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Liam Muller ‘spreading his wings’ 
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SENIOR PRIMARY SPCA FUNDRAISER 
 

Mrs Renee Karssing writes: 

 

“Thank you to Grade 4T on bringing in the most money in the SPCA tin competition. 
Grade 6C and Grade 4S came second and third respectively.  

 

Grade 4T had a pizza and hot chocolate party while Grade 
6C had an ice-cream treat.  

This money went  towards the 1000 Paws collection 
which benefits the Mooi, uMngeni and Pietermaritzburg 
SPCA’s. “ 

 
  
 

 

 

 

GRADE 6 TRIP TO BABANANGO VALLEY & SEULA 
 

Mrs Sally Cahill writes: 

 

“The Grade 6s unique, week-long, annual school trip to Babanango Valley and Seula in Zimbili was a genuinely 

valuable and special experience, for the children, but also for their proud teachers.  

At Babanango they showed their collective immense capacity for 

empathy, by absorbing themselves in stories of South African history, by 

immersing themselves in traditional Zulu culture during their visit to a 

Zulu village and  most impressively, by tackling the challenge of feeding 

themselves over a 24 hour period with only R10 each to work with – the 

infamous “Dollar-a-Day” experience.  

The children had to pool their money in groups of eight, do their own 

shopping at a local spaza 

while strategising about 

how they could stretch 

their money to cover 

lunch, dinner and 

breakfast for all of them 

and learning that salt, 

sugar and peanut butter 

are considered luxury items by most of the world! They then 

had to collect their own wood, make their own fires and cook 

their own food, with no adult assistance!  

Left : Grade 4Ts enjoying their pizzas 
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We were so impressed with how enthusiastically this group tackled the exercise, and how proud they were of 

themselves for doing so. There was not one complaint, and many groups even managed two or three course 

meals! Their positivity was infectious.  

On the banks of the mighty Tugela River, at Seula, Zimbili, they experienced challenges of a different kind – rock-

climbing, mountain-climbing, zip-lining from a terrific height, and fending off the tiniest but grumpiest horse in 

the southern hemisphere. Tinkerbell never fails to terrify and entertain the kids! 

They had a happy and peaceful time in the beautiful, green, warm and tranquil 

setting that Seula provides. 

It wasn’t only their positivity and enthusiasm that was infectious… we were 

followed around and harassed by a fairly innocuous but persistent tummy bug 

all week, and we were astonished at how maturely our Grade 6s all coped with 

it. We were most impressed with how they supported each other though, 

showing care and empathy, waking in the night to help friends who felt ill, and 

refusing to let it become a drama that would ruin the trip for anyone. Mrs 

Jonker’s heroic efforts and nursing care certainly made the difference, but 

nevertheless, Mrs Cahill, Mrs Abbott, Mr Henderson, Mr Veentra and Mrs 

Jonker are all extremely proud of these 

resilient children and we loved every 

minute we spent with them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A POEM INSPIRED BY OUR TRIP – BY THALENTE MFEKA (GRADE 6C) 

 
The trees moving to and fro, 
Thrills in the air 
As we arrived at Seula. 
Wow… 
What a magnificent sight. 
The river races through the rocks 
Water as cold as Clifton’s winter nights   
The sun smiled down on our faces 
The history of the soldiers and graves awakened us all. 
Bang! 
It seems as if rocks are falling but is our heavy bags 
The walk down to the campsite as long as a giraffe’s back. 
This week that has passed 
I wish it could last. 
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Up close and personal with a Tuli cheetah  

GRADE 7 TRIP TO BOTSWANA 
 

Mr Peter Quinn writes: 
 
“There is something magical about sitting and staring into a campfire just listening to the myriad of sounds and 
half-sounds of the Botswana bush. There is something even more magical in the way a lion’s roar can send a 
group of Grade Sevens from their state of deep contemplation of the mysteries of the stars and other things 
‘Grade Seveny’ into realising how tired they suddenly are and how desperately they need to get to their tents. 
Herewith a little insight into our Botswana experience – a peaceful growth experience for each and every one of 
the team, and an immersion into the culture, wonder and power of Tuli Wilderness for a week. 
 
Having experienced a bit of a ‘digital detox’, there is little question that the children have returned from the trip 
more appreciative of the creature comforts of home… and perhaps slightly relieved that there may not be a 
lion/leopard/cheetah/hyena/tiger/bear behind each and 
every bush. That said, there are still a few wild-eyed looks in 
class. The game viewing was superb, with wonderful sightings 
of general game and birds recorded. We were privileged 
enough to spend some time learning about the early 
inhabitants of the Tuli Block, including the Venda people, and 
spent time searching for Stone Age tools and implements and 
more recent pottery and other artefacts. Some high profile 
game in the form of elephant, lion, leopard and cheetah were 
enjoyed and studied, adding a little adrenalin to the 
experience. Sunsets, fresh air (particularly fresh in the 
mornings!) and wide-open space were enjoyed to the full, 
and new skills were learnt and applied, too, including 
mapwork, weaving bracelets out of Ilala palm leaves and making 
delicious stokbrood hotdogs.  

 
The purpose of our trip is not to provide a ‘safari’ 
type of experience, rather to take school to the bush 
and to complement and build upon some aspects of 
what is covered in class. With the children having 
worked on their FGASA (Field Guides Association of 
South Africa’s) Junior Ranger Programme under the 
watchful eye of Mrs Jonker has certainly paid 
dividends, too, with our guides being suitably 
impressed by the knowledge and understanding the 
children showed. (#proudteachers.) 
Viwe Ngebe scooped the highly coveted ‘Jungle Lane’ 
Prize, with a full house of ‘spots’ of items hidden 
along a pathway and Jorja Kinvig was awarded the 
Photography Prize for her composition entitled, 
“Lonely Bull” – a captivating composition featuring a    
massive, dusty elephant bull making his way across a  

    plain.  
 
We are, as always, indebted to the staff of Northern Tuli Game Reserve for facilitating what was a life-changing, 
one-of-a-kind trip for the very fortunate Clifton Grade 7s… what an experience!“  
 
 
   

A Yellow billed Hornbill 
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MUSIC AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

Phenyo Makola and a dung beetle nest 

Bits and pieces from an early Tuli settlement 

Our last evening in Tuli! 

Receiving their recent external Music Theory exam 

certificates 

Left to Right : Alice Eustace, Victoria Woodland, 

Madison Watt-Pringle, Abigail Seele 
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NEWS FROM THE SPORTS’ DEPARTMENT 
 

Boys Tennis – 25 July 

Clifton U11A vs Cowan House – Clifton won 19 - 9 
Clifton U11B vs Epworth – Clifton won 27 - 1 

Hockey – New Hanover Festival 27 July 

Clifton U11A vs MCS – Clifton won 5 - 0 
Clifton U11A vs KES – Clifton won 1 - 0 
Clifton U11A vs Bisley B – Clifton won 4 - 0 
Clifton U11A vs NHP – Clifton won 2 - 1 
Clifton U11B vs KES – Clifton lost 0 - 3 

Clifton U11B vs Bisley A – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U11B vs Wartburg – Clifton won 1 - 0 
Clifton U11B vs MCS – Clifton won 1 - 0 

Clifton U10A vs NHP – Clifton drew 1 - 1 
Clifton U10A vs Bisley B – Clifton won 4 - 0 
Clifton U10A vs Wartburg – Clifton won 4 - 0 
Clifton U10A vs MCS – Clifton won 5 - 0 

Clifton U10B vs MCS – Clifton drew 1 - 1 
Clifton U10B vs NHP – Clifton lost 0 - 2 
Clifton U10B vs Bisley A – Clifton lost 0 - 2 

Clifton U9A vs NHP – Clifton lost 2 - 3 
Clifton U9A vs Bisley B – Clifton won 6 - 0 
Clifton U9A vs Wartburg – Clifton won 4 - 2 
Clifton U9A vs Bisley A – Clifton won 5 - 0 

Clifton U9B vs NHP – Clifton lost 0 - 3 
Clifton U9B vs NHP – Clifton lost 1 - 5 
Clifton U9B vs Bisley – Clifton lost 0 - 1    

Soccer – Treverton Festival 27 July 

Clifton U11A vs Treverton – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U11A vs Bergville – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U11A vs Wartburg – Clifton won 1 - 0 

Clifton U11B vs Wartburg – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U11B vs Greytown – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U11B vs Treverton – Clifton lost 0 - 1 

Clifton U10A vs Treverton A – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U10A vs Wartburg – Clifton won 3 - 1 
Clifton U10A vs Clifton U10B – Clifton U10A won 4 - 0 

Clifton U10B vs Wartburg – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U10B vs Treverton A – Clifton lost 0 - 1 
Clifton U10B vs Clifton A – Clifton lost 0 - 4 

Clifton U9A vs Treverton – Clifton won 2 - 0 
Clifton U9A vs Wartburg – Clifton won 2 - 0 

Clifton U9B vs Treverton – Clifton lost 0 - 1 
Clifton U9B vs Wartburg – Clifton lost 0 - 1  
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Girls Tennis – 29 July 

Clifton U11A vs New Hanover – Clifton drew 14 - 14 

Clifton U11B vs Howick – Clifton drew 14 - 14 

Girls Hockey – Back to Basics Midlands Festival 19 – 21 July 

Clifton U12 vs Laddsworth 1st (Indoor) – Clifton drew 2 - 2 
Clifton U12 vs WSPS 1st – Clifton won 1 - 0 
Clifton U12 vs Northlands 1st – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U12 vs St Stithian’s 1st (Indoor) – Clifton lost 1 - 4 
Clifton U12 vs St Peter’s 1st – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U12 vs St Patrick’s 1st (Indoor) – Clifton won 3 - 1 
Clifton U12 vs Bastion 1st – Clifton lost 0 - 1 
Clifton U12 vs Winterton 1st (Indoor) – Clifton won 4 - 2 
Clifton U12 vs Northlands 1st (Indoor) – Clifton drew 0 - 0 
Clifton U12 vs St Stithian’s 2nd – Clifton won 1 - 0  

Girls Tennis  

Clifton U11A vs Laddsworth – Clifton won 19 - 9 

Clifton U11B vs TWC – Clifton lost 11 - 17 

U9 Girls’ Soccer Team with their 

coaches 

U11 Girls’ Soccer Team with their 

coach 


