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04 December 2018 

“You can do what I cannot do, and I can do what you cannot do. Together we can do 

great things.” 

Mother Teresa 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

And so, this marks the final newsletter for 2018. The words quoted above (and attributed to Mother Teresa) 

have remained my mantra for the better part of the year. The words reflect what is an essential truth for any 

organization, group of people or context involving people (and Clifton Notties is no different), that with our 

different strengths and interests, so much more can be achieved when we work together. 

We end 2018 with a strong sense that much has been achieved – on so many levels. Progress and 

developments with regards to our organizational and physical structures, as well as relationships within the 

various structures that constitute Clifton Notties, are noted. These are good signs and positive and exciting 

indications for our future on so many levels at Clifton Notties.  

I am pleased to announce that Mrs Emma Fyvie has been appointed as the second Grade 00 teacher from 

January 2019. An experienced teacher from St Patrick’s Preparatory School in Kokstad, I am excited about the 

value she will add to our School. Mrs Kim Collyer has been appointed as locum teacher for the Grade 6 post for 

Term 1 in 2019 until the arrival of Mrs Lisa Abbott in April 2019. I am also pleased to announce that Mr Andre 

Swart has been appointed as the Assistant Housemaster for Boys’ House for 2019. 

The Junior and Senior Primary Carol Services as well as the Senior Primary Prize Giving this past Saturday, have 

reinforced the diverse talent and ability of our children. It was exciting to see. Our Grade 7 Leavers’ Dinner 

rounded off a more than memorable week of activities and festivities. My thanks go to the numerous staff and, 

in particular, the parents, who made this particular evening so special.  

I wish our Grade 7 Class of 2018 much success as they embark on their respective and exciting journeys into 

Grade 8 next year.  
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With holidays about to start and “free time” at our fingertips, I found the following article on children’s use of 

technology very interesting and useful. Written by Nellie Bowles for “The New York Times”, it explores the 

“dark consensus about kids and screens (which) begins to emerge in Silicon Valley”. It is reality for all of us. I 

encourage you to read the article. The link is: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/phones-children-silicon-valley.html 

With school reports about to be released, all that is left for me to do is to wish you and your respective families 

a blessed Christmas! 

Kind regards.  

 

VIKTOK KURZ 
HEADMASTER 

 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left : Staff and pupils who were 
recognised in Assembly in celebration of 
their birthdays  
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Grade 0 visit to Peter’s Gate 

Mrs Heather Kelland writes: 

“The Grade 0s set off on a visit to Peter’s Gate this week. Stunning 
weather provided a perfect start to the day and a very noisy bus was a 
good indication of the class’s excitement and anticipation.   

We were warmly greeted by Karen who immediately led us all off on a 
walk, during which we learnt about many medicinal plants, and got to 

taste and smell the likes of 
stevia, rosemary and tea 
tree. The boys and girls 
then went on to make their 
own braai salt mixes, adding their choice of peppercorns, 
rosemary, chilly and basil, but “shhhhh”, it’s a Christmas present 
for their dads and brothers. Our morning ended with the potting 
of our very own thyme plants to take home. What a wonderful 
learning experience! Thank you Karen.  

Peter’s Gate – a little real little oasis right on our doorstep!” 

 

Grade 3 Christmas Café 

Mrs Laura Fleischack writes: 

“The Grade 3s wrapped up their very productive year by inviting the Grade 2s to a Christmas Café.  Planning 
began 3 weeks ago, with the groups discussing what food and drinks they wanted to serve, plus table décor. 

Invitations and menus were planned 
and printed.  

Finally the day arrived and the 
guests were seated at the 
beautifully-decorated tables. The 
children did all their own cooking, 
plating, serving and cleaning up.  

 

Being guests in Grade 2 to the  
organisers in Grade 3 was  
exciting and the children stepped  
up to the challenge.” 
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Junior ‘Out and About’ Certificates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Cultural Department 

Mrs Faye Spencer writes: 

“What a treat to be joined by so many parents and Clifton children on Friday Night as we celebrated the Visual 
Art of our Senior Primary children in our 2018 Showcase Exhibition. This week-long exhibition opened with a 
Cheese and Wine on 23 November. The foyer was a blaze of colour, featuring fantastic Cityscapes and 
illustrations (Grade 4), circular format designs and animal portraits (Grade 5), mythical creatures, landscapes 
and Clifton Dream trees (Grade 7), as well as magnificent Pop Art portraits and backdrop designs (Grade 6) …  
to name just a few of the innovative projects on display.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Left : Georgina Davies, Chloe Pringle, 
Oliver Watt-Pringle, Callum Fly and 
Michael Silk who received their Junior 
‘Out and About’ Certificates in Assembly 
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Grade representatives spoke about their work, chosen art styles and favorite experiences in the Art room. 
Pictured above from the left and the Grade 5 + 4 speakers: Lerotholi Seeiso, Kerrin Wynne, William Seeger and 
Harry Witherspoon. (Our speakers in Grade 6 + 7 were Viwe Ngebe and Nicholas Thorburn who each shared 
their insights on the creative processes and favorite 
projects). The classroom upstairs was also open so visitors 
could view shorter projects and in situ work on display. 
Among the favorites were the Grade 7’s subtle still-lives of 
tiny toys, Lego figures and other small objects.” 
 

 

 

SPORTS’ WRAP 

Mrs Cyndi Jonker reports as follows: 

“I can hardly believe that we are at the end of the year!  

Watching our Championship Gala, ‘Dads and their Lads’ and participating in the various Staff vs childrens’ 
matches, I have been able to reflect on a few things: 

• When you are unable to train, due to circumstances beyond your control, you can still become a 
champion by competing with your heart. 
Being a team can help you overcome the tallest of obstacles. 

• As you grow older you have to box clever, not fast! 
Thank you to our parents for participating in the ‘Dads and their Lads’ cricket day. It was a day of making 
special memories and even the pending weather could not dampen the spirits, in and out of The George! 

A memorable cricket fixture against Clifton Durban reignited our passion to keep the tradition going between 
the Schools and we look forward to an annual derby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left :  Murray Baker, Mitchell Muirhead 
and Joshua Hoatson with the plaques 
they received for scoring centuries in 
the 2018 cricket season.   

Well done boys! 
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CRICKET vs Clifton Durban 

1st XI lost by 41 runs 

CDBN 147/10 (20.3)   N Burger 4/30 (3); C Laurens 2/19 (3); N McLeod 2/35 (4) 
CNR 106/10 (23)   M Baker 38 (36); N Burger 19* (10) 

U9 and U10 Inter-House  1st Crusaders 2nd Trojans 3rd Barbarians 

U11 and Open    Cancelled due to thunderstorms 

 

BASKETBALL Inter-House 

U9 and U10     1st Trojans 2nd Crusaders 3rd Barbarians 

U11     1st Barbarians 2nd Trojans 3rd Crusaders 

Open     1st Crusaders/Barbarians 2nd Trojans 

 

SQUASH:   

Clifton B beat Deccan Road  9 – 3  

 

SWIMMING CHAMPIONS 2018   

U9     Georgina Davies  Callum Fly 

U10     Anja Steyn   Joshua Strudwick 

U11     Victoria Woodland  Noah Bates 

U12     Olivia Johnson   Cameron Strudwick 

Open     Isabella Bedingham  Campbell Ridl   
  

 

From the Paddocks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left :  Tristan van der Walt who was 
awarded the cup for BEST JUNIOR 
NOVICE HORSE RIDER 

Well done Tristan! 
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The Clifton Family wishes you and your Loved ones a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


