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30 January 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

“The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination.” 

Albert Einstein 

 

Imagination is certainly something encouraged in our children: playing in Top Woods, navigating the Outdoor 

Adventure Course, climbing trees, involved in the expressive arts, immersing themselves in the STEAM 

curriculum…or writing a story in their English, isiZulu or Afrikaans class. 

…And the Clifton story is yet another wonderful and unique one to tell. My request, simply expressed, is that 

whenever we have the opportunity to tell our story to friends, family and acquaintances, we must do so. 

Traditional “marketing” has changed over the years;  “word of mouth” and use of the digital platform remain 

the preferred routes to use to “tell our story”. We have also seen them yield the greatest response. 

With this in mind, could I encourage you to contact me at viktor.kurz@cliftonprep.org.za should you wish to 

host a presentation in your home/area. Yes, the traditional marketing of schools is changing, but the role of 

presentations is still popular. However, we are moving towards presentations where we know that there are 

audiences wanting to hear about “our Clifton story”. Experience has shown that having a “cold” visit to an area 

(and hoping for people to attend,) is far less effective than knowing that in a particular area there is an audience 

who want to be at a presentation … and have requested it. If you do have interested people in your area (or out 

of it!), please let me know. I would love to hear from you! 

It is with much happiness that I announce the recent engagement of Ms Lu Jelliman (Director of Sport) to Ms 

Clarissa Pienaar. We wish them every happiness in the future.   
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I enjoyed reading the following article in The New York Times entitled, “Students learn from people they Love”. 
It is worth a read! The link is 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/17/opinion/learning-emotion-education.html 

I wish you a happy week ahead. 

Kind regards. 

 
 d.jj 

VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 

 

 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Dr Faye Spencer writes: 

“An exciting concert in which our Clifton Senior Primary Choir will 
be performing takes place in the Schlesinger Theatre at 
Michaelhouse on 09 March. 

Please contact Mrs Karen McKenzie on 
mckenzies@bundunet.com or on 083 709 8525 to book. Tickets 
are R200 and R150 (bench) tickets and are selling fast!” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DRAMA DEPARTMENT 

Merlin has risen! 

Ms Nicolene Badenhorst writes: 

“One of the many highlights of the first term is, of course, the Grade 6 and 7 Production. 

MOMS WHO PRAY  

When?: Monday at 07h30 

Where?: Girls’ House Common-room 

Who?:  Everyone is welcome! 

Contact person: Mrs Linsey Wynne 

            (Tel: 083 306 9277) 

or 

Mrs Nadine Johnson 

(083 291 1660) 

All are welcome! 

mailto:mckenzies@bundunet.com
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This year we will be performing “King Artie & the Knights of the Rad Table”, written by Pat Lydersen, which is set 
in 2019 in our very own Nottingham Road and based on the legendary King Arthur. 

The story starts off with Gwen leisurely reading and dreaming about the time of King Arthur and his noble 
knights. A teenager named Artie joins her on stage and annoys her to death with his ignorance regarding the 
Medieval times. She leaves. But soon, Merlin awakes … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsals are heavily underway and all the actors are getting involved with great enthusiasm and 
professionalism. 

We look forward to seeing you in the audience in the last week of term!” 

 

CLIFTON BLOOD DRIVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our Blood Drive this term! 
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LUNCH WITH THE HEADMASTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 3 TRIP TO BERG VENTURES 

Mrs Laura Fleischack writes: 

“After only a few days back at School, the Grade 3s were more than ready for their trip to the beautiful ‘Berg. 

We set off in drizzly cold weather and this continued for the next two 

days. Once the mist cleared, our Clifton children were more than 

ready to don their life jackets and costumes and zip-line across the 

dam - not once but three or four times!  

Covered in mud and having a tremendous amount of fun on the 

obstacle course, was one of the afternoon’s activity. Climbing trees 

attached to a harness, also proved to be fun and strenuous! 

Spectacular lightning proved a beautiful light-show in the evening. 

Many games were played indoors and the children went to bed 

exhausted.  Lots of soggy clothes and shoes were brought back from 

our days away but THE CHILDREN HAD FUN!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM GRADE 4 

Mev Borgen and her tutor group enjoying 

lunch with the Headmaster this week on 

his verandah  

Mr Kurz looks forward to hosting more 

tutor groups/classes in the weeks ahead 
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NEWS FROM GRADE 4  

Mrs Nikki Stokes writes: 

“The weeks so far... 
 
We are always proud to hit the ground running at the start of the Grade 4 year … and this year has been no 
exception. 
 
Our Grade 4 sleep-over was once again met by rain, but we fought through and had a wonderful time playing 
games in the Indoor Center, having a braai and getting to know each other better. Many overcame their nerves 
for sleeping out and we were so thrilled to see how the children 
supported and encouraged each other through it.  We even got to 
see Mr Holden eat his first ever Boerewors roll!! 
 
On Friday, the excitement continued as we got very muddy getting 
our vegetable gardens ready. We planted our first crop and Mrs 
Taylor and I so enjoyed the looks of pride on the childrens’ faces. 
Now we just need to shower the veggies with love and watch them 
grow. Have your wallets ready parents … they will be for sale before 
you know it. 
 
So Grade 4 is ‘A for Away’ …  we can't wait for more adventures!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 6 TRIP TO ‘ALL OUT ADVENTURES’ & SUNGUBALA 

Mrs Sally Cahill writes: 

“This year’s trip to All Out Adventures was, once again, extraordinary. But it was also extra-special, for a number 

of reasons. For the staff, it was the perfect opportunity to bond as a fresh, new Grade 6 team and Mrs Jonker, 

Mrs Cahill, Mev Borgen, Mr Henderson and Ms Collyer spent much of the time making a hundred plans for an 

exciting year and sharing lots of laughs! 

It was also an opportunity for us all to get to know each other, especially since there are lots of new faces in 

Grade 6 who have joined the Clifton family this year – Joshua, Harry, Oliver, Cole, Olivia, Melokuhle, Siyabonga 

and Jennalize were given the perfect initiation into the adventure of being a Clifton child! 
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But it was also a totally unique Grade 6 trip to All Out Adventures, as it was 

the first time Jude Mecklenborg would zip and swing and bounce around her 

parents’ incredible facility as a Clifton kid on a school trip! And her brother, 

Torin, an old-Cliftonian, was one of our inspiring facilitators! It really was a 

very special family affair. 

It was also the first time that Jude and her dad, Chris, finally perfected the 

terrifying and deeply impressive trapeze catch – a feat which was met with 

raucous applause! Chris invited the kids to try it themselves and we were 

thrilled to see how much “gees” this fabulous group of children has! That 

trapeze is terrifying, and swinging out, flipping over, hanging upside-down and 

then throwing yourself into the arms of someone 

else swinging around in the distance is nigh on 

impossible. But so many gave it a bash anyway – 

and Lisa Oellerman became an instant hero!  

Once again, Chris and Loretta Mecklenborg offered our children the chance to face 

their fears head-on, to experience the instinct to survive, the spark of courage it 

takes to jump, the sweet relief of not having plummeted to the ground, and the 

indescribable pride at having done something they thought they were much too 

terrified to try. We were equally in awe of those who were mature enough to stand 

strong in their decision not to do something they had no desire to do, regardless of 

how much pressure their peers tried to exert! It takes just as much courage to be 

decisive and have no regrets.  

After the adrenalin rush and exhilaration of a day spent solving problems, over-

coming differences and conquering fears, some downtime in the beautiful berg was 

in order, and Sungubala Eco-camp was idyllic as ever. It’s a bit of a character-building climb to get there, but it is 

worth it for the cool breeze and spectacular views, as well as the swimming pool! Our 

time there was spent talking, eating delicious food, playing team games, star-gazing, 

night-swimming and sleeping soundly. Just before our return to school we were 

treated to a walk through the beautiful natural bush and a viewing of a very special 

and secret rock carving called “The Silent Woman”, which is fascinating for many 

reasons. We explored the river, swam in rock pools and boarded the bus feeling calm, 

refreshed and fulfilled. 

Once again, we are so grateful to Mrs Cyndi Jonker for her exceptional organisational 

skills, enthusiasm and passion, which made this trip such a success. And we are so 

proud of the Grd 6s of 2019 for being energetic, brave, kind and game for anything!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mev Borgen leading by example! 

 

 

The Mecklenborg Family 
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Chris Mecklenborg’s Top 10 reasons to push yourself through your fears… 

1. It increases your health and vitality. 

2. It clears your thinking. 

3. It increases your confidence in all areas of your life. 

4. It allows you to worry less about what others think. 

5. It develops your ability to take risks. 

6. It speeds up the decision making process. 

7. It liberates the soul through trusting others. 

8. It helps you say what you mean and mean what you say. 

9. It generates a clear, more loving vision. 

10. It reveals what you would love to do most. 

 

 

SPORTS RESULTS 
 

 

 

Swimming – 22 January  

1st Merchiston A – 158 points 

2nd Laddsworth Girls – 132 points 

3rd Laddsworth Boys – 117 points 

4th Clifton Boys – 107 points 

5th St Charles A – 77 points 

6th Merchiston B – 71 points 

7th Clifton Girls – 59 points 

8th Athlone B – 34 points 

Tennis – 28 January  

1st Team vs TWC 2nd – Lost 6-22 

2nd Team vs St John’s – Won 20-8 

4th Team vs Treverton – Won 25-11 

U11A vs vs St John’s – Won 18-10 

U11B vs Laddsworth – Won 21-7 

U11C vs Treverton – Won 18-10 


