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27 February 2019

Dear Parents/Guardian
“Adversity causes some men to break; others to break records.”
William Arthur Ward

Since last week’s newsletter, it has been a shortened academic week…but still packed with much activity!
Our Inter-House Gala was a successful event last week, with the changed scheduling seeing it take place in the
early evening - an exciting change. My thanks go to the Sports’ Department (under the leadership of Ms Louise
Jelliman) for organising this more than successful event.
The mid-term break weekend saw our First XI Cricket Team boys participate successfully in the National
Independent Schools’ Cricket Festival hosted by Woodridge Preparatory School, Port Elizabeth. As the scores will
reflect, it proved to be a most successful tournament on a number of levels, with our boys showing true-grit and
ability. I thank Mr Sean Veenstra (Head of Boys’ Sport and First Team Coach) and Mr Hala Xulu (Tour Manager)
for their respective roles in making this tour the success it was. Teamwork at its best, I thank the parents too for
their unfailing support on every level.
Next week Friday (8 March) is our annual Cansa Shavathon Day, an
opportunity to show support for survivors and victims of cancer.
Details of this day will be shared in due course.
As stated in an earlier newsletter, a separate letter will be sent out
by me by the end of this week confirming general security
measures in place at Clifton, as well as those to be introduced to
enhance our security.
Although a seemingly simplistic title of the article by Cory Turner,
“The key to raising a happy child”, the article is filled with little nuggets of information. With reference to the
book “The self- driven child”, the article by Turner is well worth a read for all of us. The link is:
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/50562/the-key-to-raising-a-happy-child
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We bid a sad farewell to Mrs Jan Menear as she leaves Clifton after 13 years service to take up a position at
Epworth School as from 01 March 2019. We thank Jan for all she has done for Clifton and wish her well in her
future endeavours.
I wish you a good week ahead.

MOMS WHO PRAY

Kind regards.

When?: Monday at 07h30

d.jj

Where?: Girls’ House Common-room
Who?: Everyone is welcome!
Contact person: Mrs Linsey Wynne
or
Mrs Nadine Johnson
(083 291 1660)

VIKTOR KURZ
HEADMASTER

All are welcome!

ADMISSIONS 2020
Mrs Caireen Laing writes:
“Applications are now open. Please contact Mrs Laing for an application form or download the form from the
Clifton website. E-mail: admissions@cliftonprep.org.za; Direct line 033 266 8212”.

GRADE 3 CHINESE BANQUET : THURSDAY 21 FEBRUARY
Mrs Laura Fleischack writes:
“中国宴席 = Zhōngguó yànxí – means Chinese banquet!
Red was the order of the day when the Grade 3s arrived at school in Chinese
attire. As we are learning about the Chinese Culture, we had a fun day and
held a banquet.
The classroom was decorated accordingly,
tables set and food was served. The children
had fun learning how to use chopsticks and
then trying to eat rice! Chicken, noodles, rice
and spring rolls were devoured and we ended
off our meal with Fortune Cookies. A really
enjoyable day!”

NEWS FROM THE DRAMA DEPARTMENT
Ms Nicolene Badenhorst writes:
A WORLD FULL OF COMMEDIA
“The Grade 4 children are working on a Commedia dell’ Arte project in Drama this term.
Commedia dell’ Arte is one of the earliest and longest running theatre genres and originates from Italy. What
makes this genre special is that it incorporates stock characters as well as masks to portray these characters.
The modern idea of a clown originates from one of these ancient stock characters, Harlequin, who is responsible
for most of the acrobatics and mischief in these plays.
The Grade 4s have learned what a stock character is and then chose a character they would like to play for their
devised pieces at the end of the term. They have also spent a lesson making masks for their characters and are
currently working on the outline of their stories.
Their stories will lend themselves to at least one of the three themes all Commedia dell’ Arte plays are based on:
Love, Money or Food.
The best play will be selected for performance at the ‘Best of the Best Drama Showcase’ towards the end of the
year.

Below: Some of the masks made by the Grade 4s”

A REMINDER …
“An exciting concert in which our Clifton Senior Primary Choir will be
performing takes place in the Schlesinger Theatre at Michaelhouse on
09 March.
Please contact Mrs Karen McKenzie on mckenzies@bundunet.com or
on 083 709 8525 to book. Tickets are R200 and R150 (bench) tickets
and are selling fast!”

NEWS FROM THE SPORTS’ DESK
Clifton Inter-House Gala 20 February
1 Crusaders
338
2 Trojans
304
3 Barbarians
302

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS CRICKET FESTIVAL AT WOODRIDGE COLLEGE
Mr Sean Veenstra writes:
“Clifton 1st XI Cricket Team went on their annual Independent Schools’ cricket tour from Thursday 21 to Sunday
24 February. This year, the Festival was held at Woodridge College in Port Elizabeth. There are 8 schools across
the country and two from Zimbabwe that take part in the Festival.
Clifton played St George’s Prep from PE, Beaulieu from JHB and WHPS from Pretoria. The boys played 3 different
forms of cricket being declaration, 50 overs and T20. The boys showed great character during some tough
situations in games that they played. Clifton boys formed new friendships with players from all the other schools
as all the teams stayed at Woodridge.
Thank you to everybody who made this tour possible for the boys. We are looking forward to next year’s Festival.
Please see results from the Festival below and some highlights from the tour.”
ISCF Woodridge PE
Cricket vs St George’s 22 February
Clifton 1st vs St George’s 1st (Declaration Game) – Clifton won by 45 runs
Clifton 137 all out (39.2) C Strudwick 51 (121)
St George’s 93 all out (41.4) R Moller 5/8 (8.4), O Davis 3/12(8)
Cricket vs Beaulieu 23 February
Clifton 1st vs Beaulieu 1st (50) – Clifton won by 73 runs
Clifton 123 all out (44.4) C Strudwick 52 (72)
Beaulieu 50 all out (24.4) R Moller 4/6 (4.4), O Davis 3/15 (7)
Cricket vs WHPS 24 February
Clifton 1st vs WHPS 1st (25) – Clifton lost by 30 runs
WHPS 163/5 (25) O Davis 3/15 (5), G von Mayer 2/4 (1)
Clifton 133/9 (25) M Rautenbach 40 (24), N Bates 31* (34)

SQUASH NEWS
Mev Borgen writes:
“Congratulations to our squash captains for 2019. They are Sasha James and Max Rautenbach.

KZN TRIALS
Clifton hosted the KZN trials at School on Sunday 17 February for the u11 and
u13 Girls. The boys played at Michaelhouse under the superb care of Mrs
Caroline Higginson.

There were over 60 children taking part, 29 of whom were Clifton players. Thank
you to Mrs Cyndi Jonker for her invaluable help at the Tournament.

Well done to the following children who did well in their various pools:
Sasha James 2nd (A), Chloe Hatch 1st and Amy Macaskill 2nd (B)
Kaitlin van Aardt 2nd and Tamlyn Galliers 4th (A)
Ben Harper 1st and Nicholas Baker 4th (A)
William Ridl 1st and Max Rautenbach 3rd (B)
Kungalo Somhlahlo 2nd and Anesu Nduru 3rd (C)
Michael Pitt 1st (D)Matt Stanistreet 2nd, Troy Rautenbach 3rd and Graydon Leslie 4th (A)
Tom Spencer 2nd and Tom Borgen 4th (B)

2019 Squash Captains

