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Dear Parents/Guardians 

“I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together, we can do great 

things.” 

Mother Teresa 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Although I quote the words by Mother Teresa often, they remain hugely relevant for me (and us all) no matter 
what our context or position is. Clifton is a school with many moving parts, with varying skills and talents on all 
fronts (children, teachers/staff and parents). Knowing and remembering that we are one big family, helping and 
supporting each other in reaching a common goal and destiny for each of our children, is important and 
reassuring. 

A warm welcome to our “new parents”. The new cycle of (Clifton) life has begun and it is hard to believe that a 
week has raced by since our children arrived at School. We are delighted to welcome the arrival of our new 
staff, Mrs Emma Fyvie (Grade 00) and Mr Sean Veenstra (Head of Boys’ Sport) as well as our new Interns. 
Please see the photographs below.  

The PA ‘Welcome’ function on the first day back at School last week, provided the perfect platform for informal 
chatter and information sharing. Communication in its various forms (as well as knowing the communication 
channels) remains the vital component in ensuring everyone’s “happiness and connectedness.”  The Parents’ 
and Pupils’ Guide Book is a useful tool in this regard. It has been placed on the d6. 

Speaking of the d6, an email will be sent to parents shortly explaining about the installing and refining of the use 
of the d6. It consists of a series of easy-to-follow steps with regards to its use. I thank Mr Sipho Mkhonza for 
creating this useful guide. 

 I was more than heartened (and proud) when the Rector of Michaelhouse made mention of how the Grade 8 
boys (called E Block at Michaelhouse) had settled in to the rhythm of their new School…and then made specific 
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mention of two boys who had made a significant impact in the first week…both Clifton Notties’ boys! I thought it 
appropriate to quote an extract from his words.  

The Rector writes:  

“Sadly all home matches were called off due to the weather and the cricket at Westville lasted only until lunch-
time. We were put in to bat first in each match and acquitted ourselves very well. Murray Baker scored 104 runs 
in his first outing for Michaelhouse. Joshua Hoatson raised the squash bar by securing his place in the top eight 
on the school ladder. This earned him selection to the 1st squad and he then went on to win his match against a 
senior player. These performances by E Blockers in their first week must be firsts for Michaelhouse!” 

Our academic, sporting and cultural programme has kicked off with vigour, with numerous sporting and cultural 
trials/auditions having happened in the past few days. Our “coaching the coaches” programme has also been 
welcomed by our staff, as both cricket and tennis coaches have enjoyed being helped with additional coaching 
techniques and drills. 

I came across this interesting article in The Guardian concerning ways to raise a resilient child. I believe it offers 
valuable tips and viewpoints on the topic. The link is: 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2019/jan/05/six-ways-to-raise-a-resilient-child 

Please see the change in details with regard to our ‘Moms Who Pray’ group who meet weekly. 

I wish you a happy week ahead. 

Kind regards. 

 d.jj 

VIKTOR KURZ 
HEADMASTER 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF 
                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left : Mrs Emma Fyvie (Grade 00) 

                                          Below : Mr Sean Veenstra (Head of Boys’ Sport) 

MOMS WHO PRAY  

When?: Monday at 07h30 

Where?: Girls’ House Common-room 

Who?:  Everyone is welcome! 

Contact person: Mrs Linsey Wynne 

            (Tel: 083 306 9277) 

All are welcome! 
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Left : Ms Lisa Cronje (Intern) 

                                                             Below: Ms Carley Schlanders (Intern) 

Above: Ms Hannah Hatch  (Intern) 

                                                 Right : Mr Tristam Holden (Gap Student) 

Left : Mr Erik de Villiers – Intern  
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NEW BOARDERS' DAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Above: Our interns eagerly awaiting to welcome our new boarders and their parents/guardians to Clifton! 

Photos depicting the joy of some of our new 
boarders with their parents on their first day 
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GRADE 7 INDUCTION PROGRAMME 
 

Mr Peter Quinn writes: “Clifton’s traditions are important to us. One of these traditions is to involve the Grade 7 
cohort in an Induction Programme run by their tutors over the course of 3 days, something we did at the onset 
of this year… 

The grade were involved in a fairly intense arrangement of goal-setting activities, reflection exercise and 
discussions, which were aimed at helping each individual establish what he or she is hoping to achieve from this 
very important year. It was dedicated towards ensuring that the children understand and will try by all means to 
follow the concept of servant leadership, setting an example to the juniors and contributing to the greater good 
of Clifton and the community, all the while exemplifying Clifton’s core values (Integrity, Wholehearted Effort, 
Honesty, Good Citizenship, Tolerance, Fair Play and Good Manners). 

Interspersed with the potentially mind-boggling information tsunami were opportunities to reflect, to relax and 
to try new things; including sleeping in shelters made from natural materials … although the weather did its best 
to derail the attempts of the braver souls who somehow survived a night in Top Woods regardless of the wind 
and rain!  

It was wonderful to see a close-knit 
group of children emerge from the 
Programme, all determined to 
make the most of what will be a 
rigorous, challenging year filled 
with growth opportunities stepping 
forward to receive their Grade 7 
Leaver’s tie in assembly on 
Monday.   
 

 

 

 

GRADE 7 ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7s who wrote the IEB Grade 6 
Core Skills Test in 2018, received their  
certificates at our recent assembly.  
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NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Miss Cathryn Calitz writes as follows: 

“Musical activities have started off with a bang this term!  Choir, 
Marimba Band, Cliftones, Senior Choir, Clifton Instrumental Band, Music 
lessons, Chamber Choir!  

If your child would still like to start a musical instrument, please contact 
me direct on cathryn.calitz@cliftonprep.org.za  
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