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Grade Three Teachers: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Laura Fleischack     Mrs. Lorna Bruwer 



Cultures of the World—Mehndi Hand Painting 

              Science lesson about the organs of our 

body! 



Sea theme- Rocky Shores Study 

 

 Sea theme -Titanic Survivors! 



Fire making skills at Emseni 

Ecabazini - Learning about the Zulu Culture 



Clifton Preparatory School - Academic Principles 
 

The children and staff respect the following principles 

• Support for self-directed learning. 

• Programmes which reflect the real world and its changing nature. 

• The recognition and support of individual needs and aspirations. 

• Involvement of the parents and the community. 

• Striving for the development of lifelong learning. 

• Maintaining flexibility and accountability within the academic 
curriculum 

• Fostering critical and creative thinking, problem solving, risk-
taking and decision making. 

 
Message from the Staff 
As a staff we take pride in the achievements of all our children. We 
encourage the pursuit of academic excellence, yet at the same time 
instil the important values of respect for self, others and the school. 
We provide an environment that makes all our children feel at home 
and that encourages them to be active learners involved in a variety of 
experiences. We teach them to be self-motivated, self-disciplined and 
self-directed in their learning. All our efforts around their education 
take into account the following principles of learning: 
 

• We all learn in different ways 

• We all learn at different rates 

• We learn through interaction 

• We learn through observation 

• We learn through effort 

• Learning should be fun 
 
We are committed to providing the best education possible for your 
sons and daughters. Knowing that you, as parents are the primary 
educators of your children, we encourage your involvement and 
participation - our doors are always open. 

 
The Clifton Staff 



 
 
Daily Routine  
 
 7:15am Arrive at school 
  Unpack bag  
  Place homework book and any other books  
                     used for homework on teachers desk 
  Alert teacher to any messages 
 7:30am Lessons begins 
10:00am Tea break 
10:30am Lessons resume 
12:30pm Lunch break 
1:00pm Lessons   
2:00pm School ends 
2:15pm  Sport 
 
* On a Friday school ends at 12:30. Day scholars and weekly boarders 
may elect to miss lunch and leave immediately the academic day 
finishes. A burger on a Friday may be arranged through reception at  
an extra cost. 
There is no homework on Friday except when we have Saturday 
school.  
 
Saturday School: This takes place once a term, as per the calendar 
and finishes at 12.30 pm.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from the Grade Three Teachers 
 
The Grade Three year is the final year of the Junior Primary phase and 
for this reason a very important year for the pupils. They begin to 
work more independently and more is expected of them as far as 
quality and quantity of work is concerned.   
 
What we expect from the pupils. 
We believe that one of our main objectives is to ensure that all of the 
children know the classroom rules and are aware of the boundaries. 
 
They must feel free to ask questions at any time and never to copy 
work from another pupil but to rather ask for assistance.  
 
We always encourage class discussions and are always happy to hear 
the children’s own views and their own news.  
 
We would like to be informed of any happenings that have taken place 
which could affect the child emotionally and therefore hamper their 
progress. 
 
It is one of our main objectives to ensure that all of our pupils are 
happy and are being encouraged to work to the best of their abilities. 
We expect the pupils to tell us about any classroom conflict situations 
which might arise, as they can be rectified at school, rather than at 
home. 
 
We do have an open door policy and encourage parental input. We are 
always available for discussions with parents. 
 
 
 
 Mrs Laura Fleischack 
 Mrs Lorna Bruwer 



 

 
 
 

The Academic Programme 
Numeracy 
Numeracy is an important part of the daily programme. Oral and 
practical work is included in the teaching of new concepts.  
Workbooks used: 
      Number Sense 

 
The Syllabus covers the following areas: 

 
1. Times tables (2x, 3x, 4x, 5x and 10x) 
2. Word problems including all four operations  
3. Doubling and halving of numbers, both odd and even numbers. 
4. Addition and subtraction of three-digit numbers 
5. Multiplication and division of single digit numbers then leading 

up to larger two digit numbers. 
6. Measurement, money, time and fractions are all covered and 

included in word problems. 
7. Mental calculations 
8. Lines and surfaces; shapes and patterns 

  

Literacy 
As part of the literacy programme we read at least 2 good books to the 
class from which there is always a great deal of discussion and learning. 
Workbook used: 
      Grammar Rules 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Reading 
Objectives 

• To expose the children to as much print as possible. 

• To keep the pupils motivated to learn to read by providing a rich 
diversity of literature, including fiction, non-fiction, magazines, 
poetry, plays, newspapers, recipes and posters for them to select 
from. 

• To let the pupils understand that there are many purposes and 
uses for reading and that learning to read is a lifelong process. 

• Reading aloud pertinent and interesting books to the children to 
engender a love of books and reading. 

• To make reading a life time habit for recreational purposes. 
 
Basic assumptions about the reading process 
Reading is a global activity rather than a 
collection of isolated skills. Meaning therefore, is t h e 
initial and essential concern of the reading 
process. 
 
The order of teaching and emphasis is therefore: 
1. Meaning 
2. Sentences 
3. Phrases 
4. Single words 
5. Letter clusters or syllables 
6. Letter sounds 
 
Why Individualised Reading? 

 
 

 

Reading is concept driven. The reader brings prior knowledge to 

the text; predicts; confirms or modifies hypotheses while reading. 

They actively interrogate the text. These skills cannot be taught 

but are 

developed through reading. We learn to read by reading. 



• People respond individually to books. Interests and tastes vary. 
This is respected in the child reader. The book should be the 
choice of the individual so that they are motivated. 

• The child should meet with immediate satisfaction. The book 
must therefore be at a level that the child can cope with. All the 
books are therefore graded in levels of difficulty known to the 
child. 

• The child can read widely at any one level and can attempt other 
levels when they so wish. In this way the child takes on much of 
the responsibility of their reading progress and so becomes an 
independent learner. 

 
Why the Language Experience Approach? 
The relationship of the spoken and written language is recognized by 
the child - what I think, I can say. What I say can be written, and what 
is written I can read. So their first reading material are their own 
thoughts and experiences and is therefore individualized, interesting to 
them and vocabulary and sentence structure are easily processed 
because they generated them. Reading is meaningful and the children 
see a purpose in print. 
 
The children read books belonging to the level which suits their 
capability. They should read these books fluently. Children will 
therefore be on different levels. They only move to the next level 
when they are reading confidently with sound comprehension. 
 
By the end of Grade Three the pupils should be reading on the blue/
green level or above. 
 
Spelling 
We follow the Keys to Reading Programme. The children learn words 
that follow the same spelling rule  with a few high frequency words 
weekly. The high frequency words are taken from their written work 
or the theme we are busy with. Dolch words are included in the 
Spelling programme. The children are tested on these words every 
Friday. 
 



 
Writing 
The pupils do both creative and informative writing, which is linked to 
the theme work. Correct grammar and punctuation is emphasized. 
 
 
How language is taught and developed 
                   

The more everything is linked up with everything else, the 

richer the mind and the more powerful the capacity for 

thought and understanding. 

Hemington 

 
 
Thematic teaching facilitates the development of language in all it’s 
forms; listening, speaking, reading and writing in an integrated way 
where subject boundaries are not clearly defined.  
As well as language a theme may incorporate mathematics, literature, 
word study, music, physical education, art, life skills and in Grade 
Three, Afrikaans and isiZulu. 
 
Themes are pupil-orientated and relevant to topical issues and chosen 
with the pupil’s needs, interests and experiences in mind. Each theme 
caters for the individual needs of the class; extension caters for the 
more able child, while the needs of the remedial child are also met. 
 
Theme work 
Theme work incorporates the following: 

•  Cloze procedure 

•  Sequencing 

•  Classification 

•  Prediction 

•  Reading for detail 

•  Key words 

•  Main idea 

•  Cause and effect 

•  Summarising 
 



 
 
 
Science 
Science is introduced in Grade Three.  The children learn the basic 
principles of conducting simple experiments. This involves 
questioning, predicting outcomes, methodology, safe 
handling of apparatus, observation, fair testing, 
recording of results and simple conclusions.  
 The topics that we cover are: 

• Systems in the body 

• Water  

• Energy 
 
 
 

First term 
The theme is “Cultures of the  World” and this incorporates  language 
across the curriculum. An outing to “Chocolate Heaven” is always fun! 
We visit Berg Venture, which is an outdoor centre in the foothills of 
the ’Berg for an overnight trip where we do a number of team building 
activities. The children are treated to a Chinese banquet at the end of 
the term. 
 
Spelling: We follow the Keys to Reading as well as Time to Read  

programmes along with individualized high frequency words. 

 

Second Term 
The theme is the “Ocean” and its importance to the Earth. The 
children then complete a project on any aspect of the Ocean using 
their Learning Style. They will also discuss their findings to the class 
using a poster. We go on a one night trip to Treasure Beach in 
Durban. Here we visit the Sharks Board, Ushaka Marine World and 
have guides walk us  along Treasure Beach on the Bluff where we  
study creatures in the rock pools. 
 
Spelling: We follow the Keys to Reading as well as Time to Read 

programmes along with individualized high frequency words. 



 
 

Third Term 
The theme is “Jock of the Bushveld” and “Zulus”. We discuss 
qualities of heroes and the children and make a lap book about the 
Zulu culture. An oral presentation is then given to the class. Early on 
in the 4th term we spend two nights the Ecabazini Cultural Village 
near Albert Falls dam. At Ecabazini the pupils sleep in the Zulu huts 
and eat traditional food The JP Play takes place in this term and the 
Grade 3s have the leading roles. 
 

Spelling: We follow the Keys to Reading  as well as Time to Read 

programmes along with individualized high frequency words. 

 
Fourth Term 
Our theme for the first half of the term is “I am a Genius”. Here the 
children learn about how rivers and mountains were formed as well as 
many interesting facts. The culmination is a game show where the 
children play “I am a Genius”. During the latter part of the term we 
concentrate on Christmas and the children plan and treat the Grade 2s 
to a Christmas Café. 
 
Spelling: We follow the Keys to Reading as well as Time to Read 

programmes along with individualized high frequency words. 
 

Homework 
Homework is a very important part of your child’s academic 
development. You as parents are the prime motivators of your 
children and your support and positive approach to homework will 
make all the difference to your child’s education.  
 
The children usually get approximately half-an-hour at home for 
homework daily, including reading. It is important that you listen to 
their reading daily. Spelling is tested every Friday and words should be 
revised at home daily. There will be occasions during the year when 
there is extra homework (a poem to learn, a project to research).  
If for any reason, no matter how trivial, the homework is not done 
please write a note in the notebook to relieve anxiety. 



 
 

*The notebook is to be checked every day.* 
 

Communication Channels 
Parents are encouraged to come into the classroom before or after 
school to look at their child’s work. If there is a problem, parents are 
duly notified and a formal meeting is set up. Children with specific 
difficulties are carefully monitored and referred to either the 
Educational Psychologist, the Remedial teacher, the Speech Therapist 
or the Occupational Therapist. 

 

 
Specialist Subjects 
 

Music 
There are two half hour Music lessons per week where the children 
have fun exploring music in all its diversity. Mrs Kerr teaches music. 
One lesson is dedicated to learning how to play an instrument. 
 

Choir 
Mrs Kerr takes the children for choir for half an hour twice a week. 
All Grade 3s are in the choir which is known as The Cliftones. At the 
end of each term there is a Music Recital where the Cliftones perform. 
Children who have private music tuition at Clifton have a chance to 
present what they have learnt. 
 

Art 
One hour of Art per  week with our specialist Dr Spencer. 
 

Physical Education 
In Grade Three, there is an hour long PE lesson per week. This 
complements the sports programme.  
 

 

 

 



Zulu 
Mrs Maposa teaches introductory Zulu at Grade Three level. There is  
an hour lesson per week, The children are introduced to the language 
through song and basic vocabulary. 
 

 

 

 

Afrikaans 
Mrs Visser teaches basic Afrikaans at Grade Three level.. As with 
Zulu, they learn through song and games. 
 

Life Skills 
The children have a 1 hour  lesson once a week led by Mrs Jonker. 
 

 
 
Clothing 
Please  ensure that all items of clothing and sportswear plus 
equipment is clearly marked. 


