I dreamed I stood in a studio
And watched two sculptors there,
The clay they used was a young child’s mind
And they fashioned it with care.
One was a teacher:
the tools he used were books and music and art;
the other a parent
With a guiding hand and gentle, loving heart.
Day after day the teacher toiled
With touch that was deft and sure
While the parents laboured by his side
And polished and smoothed it o’er
And when at last their work was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought.
For the things they had moulded into the child
could neither be sold nor bought!
And each agreed he would have failed
if he had worked alone.
For behind the parent stood the school,
and behind the teacher the home!
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Grade Two
Handbook

Communication Channels
Parents are encouraged to come into the classroom before
or after school to look at their child’s work. If there is a
problem parents are duly notified and a formal meeting is set
up. Children with specific difficulties are carefully monitored
and referred to the appropriate therapists.

Outings
Outings are an invaluable part of the educational
process. Children learn about their environment and at
the same time learn independence and team spirit.

Mrs. Renee Karssing

Term 1: Tala Game Reserve 2 night stay
Term 2: Spirit of Adventure 2 night stay
Term 4: Wagondrift Camp 2 night stay

School Uniform request
Mrs. Sue Rindfleisch

If you are taking your child shopping in uniform after
school, (the Spar included) please remember they must
wear full school uniform - shoes and socks must be worn.

Lost property
Please ensure that all clothing is properly
labelled. The lost property box is either
outside, or in the old J.P. block.

Absenteeism
Please advise your child’s teacher promptly whenever
your child will not be attending school.

Homework
Homework is a very important part of your child’s academic
development. You as parents are the prime motivators of your
children and your support and positive approach to homework will make all
the difference to your child’s education. Please ensure that homework is
checked every day and that mistakes are corrected. If your child is battling
with spelling or phonics it is important that you embrace their preferred
learning style.
Homework in Grade Two will consist of the following:
 Reading and phonics or sounds of letters (learning the rule)
 Spelling: daily practice of high frequency words and spelling rules
(this is an individual spelling programme).
If for any reason, no matter how trivial, the homework is not done please
write a note in the homework book to relieve anxiety.

Reading

Each child will have a book from the Reading Room. They need
not complete the book in one night but should read at least 4 10 pages, at the parents’ discretion. If a child has difficulty
reading a book then the parent may run a finger under the print
and read aloud with the child. (Paired reading)

(we focus on these in Grade 2)
There is a God.
Your life has a greater purpose than just having
fun.
Express appreciation for things done for you.
Be honest and trustworthy.
There are absolutes. Some things are plain wrong.
Be well organised.
The greatest joy of your life will come as you help
others.
Read books of all kinds.
The people around you have needs.

Spelling

Be reliable and dependable.

This includes high frequency words, w o r d s f o l l o w i n g a
s p e l l i n g r u l e and any other word given for that week. This can
be done in the homework book and the children should be
encouraged to do this on their own. The parents should check that the
child has checked the words properly and that all errors are corrected.
Clues for words may help children to remember the correct letter order.
The children will sometimes be expected to choose a word from the list
and put it into a well -constructed sentence. Sentences must start
with a capital letter and end with a full stop.

Be hardworking and diligent.

Academic Principles
The children and staff respect the following principles
 Support for self-directed learning.
 Programmes which reflect the real world and its
changing nature.
 The recognition and support of individual needs and
aspirations.
 Involvement of the parents and the community.
 Striving for the development of lifelong learning.
 Maintaining flexibility and accountability within the
academic curriculum
 Fostering critical and creative thinking, problem
solving, risk- taking and decision making.

Message from the Staff

As a staff we take pride in the achievements of all our children. We
encourage the pursuit of academic excellence, yet at the same time
instill the important values of respect for self, others and the school.
We provide an environment that makes all our children feel at home
and that encourages them to be active learners involved in a variety
of experiences. We teach them to be self-motivated, self-disciplined
and self-directed in their learning.
All our efforts around their education take into account the following
principles of learning:
 We all learn in different ways
 We all learn at different rates
 We learn through interaction
 We learn through observation
 We learn through effort
 Learning should be fun
We are committed to providing the best education possible for your
sons and daughters. Knowing that you, as parents are the primary
educators of your children, we encourage your involvement and
participation, our doors are always open.

The Clifton Staff

DO put conscious effort into developing good study habits
- the dividends will last a lifetime.
DO show interest and concern that will show your child that
study matters.
DO explain why homework is important and not just an
infringement on spare time,
DO provide helpful conditions, peace and quiet, noninterference by siblings.
DO negotiate a time and a time limit - it’s quality not
quantity that count.
DO encourage an atmosphere of learning in the home,
discussions, listening and tolerating opinions, realistic
expectations.
DO praise effort and give help where needed, encourage her
to admit mistakes, help her to look up information that will
help.
DO approach the teacher if your child cannot finish the
homework in the allotted time.

These are encouraged from the second term. Children
do them on their own and are encouraged to decorate
their project to make it ‘eye-catching.’ We would rather
a child do a simple project than produce an elaborate one
where mum or dad have had the most input.
There are wonderful non-fiction books in the Reading
Room that a child could choose. The simpler the better.
After reading the book the child can write down a few
sentences that interested them. Magazines can be used
for pictures that are appropriate or the child can draw
a picture. Projects this year will be done in class. When
completed the child will be encouraged to present them
to the class. Questions and discussion are encouraged.

Specialist Subjects
Drama

Choir
Afrikaans

1/2 an hour
per week

1 hour per
week

1/2 an hour per
week

Art

1 hour per
week

Place homework book in classroom.

Alert teacher to any messages.
Reading (quiet time) in classroom.

07:30 am

Monday

07:30 am

Tuesday Junior Primary Assembly in Chapel

Assembly in Chapel
Lessons begin.

Lessons begin
10:00 am Snack time – Healthy snacks provided by school.
Hats to be worn.
10:30 am Lessons continue
12:30 pm Lunch in the dining room:
Monday - Thursday the school provides a ‘sit
down’ lunch for the children in the dining hall. A
burger may be arranged on Fridays (annually)
through reception at a cost.
13:00—14:00pm Sport on Tuesdays and

Thursdays
Academics Mondays and Wednesdays

1 hour per
week

Music

07:20 am Arrive at school.
Unpack bag into locker.

PE
1 hour per
week

14:00 pm School closes (Monday

to Thursday)

12:30 pm (Fridays)

Saturday School: This is compuls ory and

takes place
once a term, as per the calendar and finishes at 12:30 pm.








To expose the children to as much print as
possible.
To keep the pupils motivated to learn to read by
providing a rich diversity of literature, including fiction,
non-fiction, magazines, poetry, plays, newspapers,
recipes and posters for them to select from.
To let the pupils understand that there are many
purposes and uses for reading and that learning to read
is a lifelong process.
Reading aloud pertinent and interesting books to the
children to encourage a love of books and reading.
To make reading a life time habit for recreational
purposes.

Basic assumptions about the reading process
Reading is a global activity rather than a collection of
isolated skills. Meaning therefore, is the initial and essential
concern of the reading process.

The order of teaching and emphasis is therefore
Meaning
Sentences
Phrases
Single words
Letter clusters or syllables
Letter sounds

Objective:
 To expose the children to as much print as
possible.
 To keep the pupils motivated to learn to read by
providing a rich diversity of literature, including fiction,
non-fiction, magazines, poetry, plays, newspapers, recipes
and posters for them to select from.
 To let the pupils understand that there are many purposes
and uses for reading and that learning to read is a lifelong
process.
 Reading aloud pertinent and interesting books to the
children to engender a love of books and reading.
 To make reading a life time habit for recreational
purposes.
Basic assumptions about the reading
process:
Reading is a global activity rather than a collection of isolated
Concepts:
skills.
Meaning therefore, is the initial and essential concern of
the1reading process.
The order
of teaching and emphasis is
Mass
2
therefore:
Meaning
3 Picture Graphs
Sentences
Mental calculations
4
Phrases
Multiplication
Single words
5
Letter clusters
or syllables
Division

Mathematics
Number Sense

6
7
8
9

Time
Money
Measurement



This is an important part of the reading and spelling
programme. By introducing certain sound combinations
children are able to recognise and spell unfamiliar words by
sounding them out. A new phonic letter cluster is usually
given every week. Learning the Rule is of the utmost
importance.
The programme which we follow is an auditory and visual
one.
 Revision of Consonant blends
 Diagraphs
 Long Vowels - Silent “e”
 Two vowel rule
 One vowel ending rule
 Irregular patterns
High frequency words from the Oxford programme and
words for the Theme or from pertinent topics covered in
class are given each week.
These words are tested on Fridays. Any high frequency
words misspelt are given to that child to include in the
following weeks list. Spelling is, therefore individual as well.
All children will progress at an individual pace. It is
important to give the children clues for words which they
cannot spell. These are visual or auditory clues, made up by
you or the child themselves.

Term 1 and 2: B Theme:
Birds, Butterflies, Bees and Bravery
Term 3: Animals of South Africa / Conservation
Term 4: Extreme Weather and Christmas





People respond individually to books. Interests and tastes
vary. This is respected in the child reader. The book
should be the choice of the individual so that they are
motivated.
The child should meet with immediate satisfaction. The
book must therefore be at a level that the child can cope
with. All the books are therefore graded in levels of
difficulty known to the child.
The child can read widely at any one level and can attempt
other levels when they so wish. In this way the child takes
on much of the responsibility of their reading progress and
so becomes an independent learner.

The relationship of the spoken and written language is recognised by
the child - what I think, I can say. What I say can be written, and
what is written I can read. So their first reading material are their
own thoughts and experiences and is therefore individualised,
interesting to them and vocabulary and sentence structure are
easily processed because they generated them. Reading is
meaningful and the children see a purpose in print.

The more everything is linked up with everything else, the
richer the mind and the more powerful the capacity for
thought and understanding.
Hemington
Thematic teaching facilitates the
development of language in all its
forms, listening, speaking, reading
and writing in an integrated way
where subject boundaries are not
clearly defined.

As well as language a theme may incorporate mathematics,
literature, word study, music, physical education, drama, art, life skills,
Afrikaans and isiZulu.
It must be borne in mind that some aspects of some subjects cannot
be integrated into a theme and are taught separately. (Some Maths
concepts for example must be taught in isolation for correct
understanding).
Themes are pupil-orientated and relevant to topical issues and
chosen with the pupil’s needs, interests and experiences in mind.

Language activities and skills taught in the JP





















Labeling
Punctuation
Parts of Speech (nouns, verbs and adjectives)
Sequencing sentences and paragraphs
Cloze and deletion exercises
Cause / effect
Characterisation
Fact / Fiction
Reading for detail
Analogies
Poetry
Classification
Matching ends to beginning sentences
Choosing correct sentence endings
Prediction
Recognition of main ideas
Research endings
Written Comprehension – literal, critical and interpretive
Keywords
Dictionary Skills

How can you help?
Children whose parents become involved
with their reading make the best progress.






Read aloud to them every day
Talk about the cover, the title and what you
might expect
Ask questions like what might happen next
When you have finished let your child ‘read’ and
retell some parts of the story - point to the
words if they are reciting it back to you.
Be ready to re-read favourites - the more often
the better.

When your child reads aloud to you:
Do praise
their efforts

DON’T expect
them to be
word perfect
Don’t worry
about
mistakes…that’s
normal

